Blaine County Weed Management Plan

I.  INTRODUCTION

Blaine County has had a weed management plan in effect since 1991.  This plan was written to comply with the requirement of MCA 7-22-2101 through 7-22-2153, the “Montana County Noxious Weed Act”.

The purpose of this plan is to guide weed management through cooperative planning among public and private landowners and managers of Blaine County.  This plan also supports the Montana Weed Management Plan to strengthen, support, and coordinates private, county, state, and federal weed management efforts in Montana, and promotes implementation of ecologically-based noxious weed management programs.  This plan will be evaluated and revised every two years.

The Blaine County Noxious Weed Management Plan includes an integrated weed management (IWM) approach.  An integrated weed management plan incorporates education, prevention, early detection; and cultural, biological, mechanical, and chemical controls that have minimum impacts to the environment.  Mapping, evaluation, and revegetation are also components of an IWM plan.  This weed management plan is designed to evaluate and adapt management actions to improve the chances of long-term weed management success.

The magnitude and complexity of noxious weeds in Blaine County requires a comprehensive and thoughtful management plan that can achieve reasonable objectives.  These objectives will:

1) Provide to the public a weed free right of way on all public roads within the county as budgets and time allow.

2) Provide guidelines for private managers to develop goals and plans consistent with state and national strategies.

3) Provide a method of prioritizing management strategies with the county and allocating limited resources based upon prioritized objectives.

4) Prioritize the county noxious weed spending based on compatibility and compliance with the county plan.  This plan is a dynamic document that will be evaluated and revised.  Specific objectives, issues, and programs are discussed to increase awareness and foster coordinated, cooperative weed management efforts countywide.

1) Goals & Objectives

a) Develop stable and long-term funding sources for the private and county land managers in order to implement a comprehensive weed management program that includes all aspects of integrated weed management.

Maintain weed free rights of way on all county roads in as much as resources and funds allow.

Build a team effort for managing noxious weeds in Blaine County.

Establish strategies for managing weeds on a priority basis, including the development of memorandums of understanding and enforcement of the county weed act.

Promote the development and maintenance of a noxious weed inventory for all lands in Blaine County.

Prevent introduction and establishment of noxious weeds on non-infested land in Blaine County.

Raise awareness and understanding of effects and affects of noxious weeds on land in Blaine County, and educate the public on state-of-the-art Integrated Weed Management weed management practices.

Promote and support noxious weed research based on needs as determined by various groups within the county.

Promote implementation of integrated weed management programs.

Prepare for weed-related emergencies that occur from fires, drought, flood, or other major natural or human-caused disturbances in Blaine County.

2) Statement of Weed Problem

A noxious weed is defined as any exotic plant species established or that may be introduced in the state that may render land unfit for agriculture, forestry, livestock, wildlife, or other beneficial uses or that may harm native plant communities.  However, a native plant may not be listed on the State Noxious Weed list or be listed as a county designated noxious weed.  Currently Blaine County recognizes the State Noxious Weed list with 28 noxious weeds as the county’s weed list (see Appendix A), in addition to the county designated noxious weeds.

Land Administration

Blaine County contains approximately 4638.8 square miles or 2,729,491.4 acres of land under multiple landownership.  The following is a breakdown of the ownership in Blaine County:


Bureau of Land Management
   452,832   acres


US Forest Service


    37,000    acres


State Lands



  186,551    acres


Tribal Lands



  612,272    acres pasture 






    73,649    acres farmland


Private Lands



1,579,319   acres


Dry Land Farming


   548,000   acres


Irrigated Land


     66,000   acres


County Roads


     26,000   acres


County Gravel Pit



8.6   acres

Impact of Weeds

Currently there are 33 weeds on Blaine County’s noxious weed list that infest about 49,756 acres or 1.82% of the total acreage in Blaine County.  Noxious weeds are reducing economic productivity and ecological integrity of Blaine County’s lands and waters.  The rate of introduction and spread of noxious weeds has increased dramatically over the past 50 years as human activities, trade, and commerce have increased.

Water quality and long-term production potential of land can be reduced when tap-rooted species such as dalmation toadflax and Canada thistle invade grasslands.  The introduction of exotic plants influence wildlife by displacing forage species, modifying habitat structure, such as changing a grassland community to a forb dominated community, or changing species interactions with the ecosystem.  Spotted knapweed research has shown to influence elk and deer foraging behavior and population distribution in western Montana.  After the knapweed was removed from a winter range, elk returns increased an average of 266%.

Economic losses caused by some noxious weeds have been calculated for Montana.  The cost of spotted knapweed invading grazing lands and wild lands in Montana is estimated at $42 million.

Increased funding to private land managers, the county weed district, and federal and state agencies will have a positive impact on weed management in Blaine County.

II. OVERVIEW OF WEED LISTS, CATEGORIES, AND LEGISLATION
The first noxious weed legislation in Montana was passed in 1939.  Since that time additional laws and rules have been enacted to strengthen weed management efforts.  The Montana State Noxious Weed list is updated as needed and is determined by Rule of the Montana Department of Agriculture (MDA) under the provisions of the County Noxious Weed Control Act. Changes or additions are based on advice and recommendations from the Montana Noxious Weed List Advisory Committee (NWLAC).  The Committee reviews requests for additions to the list received by the MDA, using established criteria, and makes recommendations to the Director of the MDA.  Weeds listed on federal and regional weed lists are reviewed for inclusion on the Montana state list based on their potential to invade and spread within the state.  In addition, the Blaine County Weed Board has the authority to place weeds on the County Noxious Weed List that have local impact.  For example, baby’s breathe was recently declared a noxious weed in Blaine County in 2000.
A) Categories of Weed List
The Montana Noxious Weed List and management criteria can be found in Appendix A.  Blaine County follows the Montana Noxious Weed List and also the weeds that have been added by the Weed Board. 
Priority 1A:
These Weeds are not present or have a very limited presence in Montana. Management criteria will require eradication if detected, education, and prevention.
Priority 1B:
These weeds have limited presence in Montana.  Management criteria will require eradication or containment and education.
Priority 2A:
These weeds are common in isolated areas of Montana. Management criteria will require eradication or containment where less abundant.  Management shall be prioritized by local weed districts.
Priority 2B:
These weeds are abundant in Montana and widespread in many counties.  Management criteria will require eradication or containment where less abundant.  Management shall be prioritized by local weed districts.

Priority 3:
Regulated Plants: (NOT MONTANA LISTED NOXIOUS WEEDS)

These regulated plants have the potential to have significant negative impacts.  The plant may not be intentionally spread or sold other than as a contaminant in agricultural products.  The state recommends research, education and prevention to minimize the spread of the regulated plant.
B) Montana Weed Laws and Regulations

The first noxious weed legislation in Montana was passed in 1939.  Since that time additional laws and rules have been enacted to strengthen weed management efforts.  The nine laws currently affecting weed management in Blaine County are summarized below:
1) Montana County Weed Control Act (Title 7, Chapter 22 Part 21) provides for weed management activities at the county level.  Local county government has the responsibility for the implementation and enforcement of weed management in Montana.  Blaine County must meet the 2.098 mills requirement.  A local levy can be voted to allow the county to fund above the mill cap.
2) Montana Weed Control Act (Title 80, Chapter 7 Part 7) provides for technical assistance, embargoes, and rearing and distribution of biological weed control agents (80-7-720 MCA).  Pursuant to 80-7-712 MCA, the Montana Department of Agriculture can obtain federal funds and disburse these funds to local governments authorized to conduct noxious plant management programs.

3) Montana Noxious Weed Trust Fund Act is a grant-funding program designed to encourage and support local cooperative weed management programs, weed research, and public education, awareness, and outreach programs.  Revenue for the current grants program comes from interest from a permanent Trust and from the vehicle weed fee of $1.50 per vehicle.
4) Montana Noxious Weed Seed Free Forage Act establishes a certification program that provides for production of weed-seed-free forage and mulch used by individuals, agencies, and private corporations on public and private lands.

5) Montana Agricultural Seed Act lists prohibited and restricted weed seed levels that must be maintained in state certified seed.

6) Montana Commercial Feed Act prohibits noxious weeds in commercial feed.

7) Montana Environmental Policy Act must be addressed by state actions that have potential environmental or socioeconomic impacts.

8) Montana Nursery Law allows for inspections, certification, and embargo of all nursery stock for listed pests, including weeds.

9) Blaine County Sub-Division Regulations requires that any person wishing to divide property in Blaine County into parcels less than 160 acres must submit a weed management plan.  This management plan must be submitted to the weed board for approval prior to the hearing date. (Pending) See Appendix D

III. EXISTING SITUATION AND CAPABILITIES
Blaine County’s weed program is divided into distinct work efforts:

1) Implement and enforce the County Noxious Weed Control Act and coordinate weed management activities within the county;

2)
Maintain a weed management effort on county rights of way.

3)
Maintain a safe environment for weed control employees and insure that the crews are trained in weed identification, operating safety and herbicide use. See Appendix F
4) Work cooperatively with private land managers within the county weed district to manage weeds on private lands.  In addition, special weed management areas have been developed to encourage private landowners to control noxious weeds on their property by providing education, funding, equipment and advice.

5)
State land management agencies must develop and submit to the weed board management plans and a biennial budget for lands they manage or own within Blaine County.  These plans are on file at the Weed District Office.

6)
Federal land managers work cooperatively with the weed district.

7)
Universities, including MSU-Northern and MSU-Blaine County Extension, provide research, demonstration, and public education programs on noxious weeds.

A) Blaine County Weed District Programs
The Weed District implements and enforces the County Noxious Weed Control Act and maintains a very effective right of way herbicide program.  In addition, the district in cooperation with the Blaine County Extension Service conducts weed education and awareness programs, develops cooperative agreements, coordinates weed management activities within the county, and monitors weed infestations on private and public land with the county.  The weed board also has responsibility to insure that all subdivision regulations pertaining to noxious weed issues are enforced.  The subdivision application plan is found in Appendix D.
The budget for the county varies by year.  However, the budget includes 2.098 mills from all the land within the county, funds received from the highway department for work done on the state rights of way, funds received by the Bureau of Reclamation, from Fish Wildlife and Parks, the Bureau of Land Management, and grant funds received and funds from various other activities.

Program Needs:
1) Develop long-term, stable, adequate funding for the Weed District

2) Support employment of a full-time coordinator to manage the noxious weed program.  This position should be filled with a professional individual proficient at program management, herbicide action, public education, facilitation, coordination, and administration.  The coordinator position is critical to implementation and process of county weed management plans.

3) Update and expand county weed management plans annually.  Plan should be coordinated with adjacent counties, state, and federal land management agencies.  Establish weed management areas that coordinate watersheds noxious weed control.

4) Implement an effective weed inventory and monitoring program and integrate the program into annual operations.

5) Build and expand partnerships with federal, state, city, and private entities.

6) Encourage and assist landowners with developing and submitting noxious weed management grants.

7) Develop cost-share incentives to assist private land managers with noxious weed control on private lands with active weed management programs.

8) Implement an education program for all citizens of Blaine County.

B) Private land owners
Private land acreage is approximately 1.6 million acres.  It is estimated that approximately 2% of private lands are infested with noxious weeds.  The County Noxious Weed Control Act states that private land managers must develop and follow a weed management plan on their land.  However, the magnitude of the weed problem, jurisdictional conflicts, cost of weed management, relatively low net return per acre of range and pastureland, and lack of cost-share funds has made it difficult for private landowners to effectively manage weeds.  Programs must be developed to help assist the private landowner address the noxious weed acreage on his/her property.  See Appendix C
The Noxious Weed Trust Fund (NWTF) is a very important part of weed control activities in Blaine County.  Weed management areas interested in obtaining funds for noxious weed management or education work closely with the Weed Coordinator, Extension Agent or Conservation District to complete a competitive grant application.

Current Programs:
1) The Milk River Leafy Spurge Project

2) Savoy/Milk Creek Leafy Spurge Project (joint venture with BLM)

3) The Bears Paw Dalmation Toadflax Project

4) The North and South Weed Prevention Areas

Needs:
1) Initiate the formation of additional weed management groups.

2) Assist these groups by providing leadership, grant writing, and education.

3) Increase County weed control budgets and allocate a portion of those budgets toward cost-share programs for private landowners actively involved in weed management efforts.

4) Work with the legislature and land management agencies at local and state level to implement federal cost-share partnerships for weed control on private lands.

C) Cities and Towns
Chinook currently has a weed management plan. The cities of Harlem and Turner do not currently have a weed management plan.  The other towns in Blaine County are not incorporated and therefore fall within the responsibilities of the Blaine County Weed Board.

Needs:

1) Chinook must work cooperatively with the weed district to assist with implementation of weed management plan.

2) Increase weed awareness with city commissioners and city residents to raise awareness of the impacts of noxious weeds.

3) Develop cooperative agreements with Harlem, Turner and Hays/Lodgepole.
D) Programs and Lands Administered by State Agencies

Current Program
1) Lands administered by state agencies comprise approximately 184,551 acres or 6.77% of the total land area in Blaine County.  The Department of Natural Resources, Fish Wildlife and Parks and the Department of Transportation have land in Blaine County.  At the present time, each agency has developed and submitted a weed management plan and has submitted the plan to the weed board.  These plans are on file in the weed district office.

2) Acres managed and estimated weed infestations are found in Appendix G.

Needs:
1) Enhance weed inventory and data input through improved GIS capabilities or remote sensing.

2) Support increased funding for state land management agencies for noxious weed management and to maintain effective weed management efforts.

3) Maintain the cooperation between these agencies and the county weed board coordinator to ensure continued weed control efforts on state owned property.

E) Lands Administered by Federal Agencies
 
Lands administered by federal agencies comprise approximately 451,814 acres or 16.55% of the total land area in Blaine County.  The Bureau of Indian Affairs, Bureau of Land Management, and Fish and Wildlife Service manage land in Blaine County.  Acres managed and estimated weed infestations are found in Appendix G.
F) Large Corporate Owners
Burlington Northern Santa Fe Railroad is the only major corporate owner of land in Blaine County.  This corporation is currently controlling weeds within their right of way mainly for fire control.  Additional work needs to be done to enhance the effectiveness of this corporate landowner. 

IV. PLAN OF ACTION
The magnitude and complexity of the noxious weed problem in Blaine County requires a comprehensive plan of action that includes five major components.  These components are:  1) prevention of introductions into non-infested sites or ecosystems; 2) early detection and rapid response of newly invading species; 3) implementation of best management practices for species that are widely established; 4) inventory weed populations and monitor and evaluate results to measure progress towards goals; 5) public awareness, education, and outreach.

Effective management of noxious weeds depend upon several underlying capabilities:  1) establishment of priorities based upon a schine0based assessment of risks; 2) ready access to current scientific and management information; 3) strengthening of laws and regulations; 4) coordination between agencies, between different levels of government, and between the public and private sectors; 5) development of stable funding to sustain current programs and initiate new projects; 6) development of public awareness and support.

In summary, management of noxious weeds and protection and restoration of habitats are critical issues.  The lack of a comprehensive weed management program will lead to continued habitat degradation and displacement of native biodiverstiy.  Management actions must be based upon principles and practices consistent with current science, and use prevention, detection, and rapid response, control, grazing, and restoration to meet management objectives.

A) Risk Analysis and Prevention
The majority of weed management programs in Blaine County focus on land that is dominated by noxious weeds.  An equal if not greater effort should be made to prevent their spread into land that remains uninfested.  Preventing weed invasion is the most economical management strategy.

A comprehensive, systematic approach for preventing introduction and spread of noxious weeds in Blaine County is critical to the success of this plan.  A successful prevention of program includes:

1) Identification, education and awareness

2) Ability to predict which noxious weed species are likely to enter Blaine County and implement education, regulation, inspection, and/or quarantine programs to prevent entry of those species

3) Develop a plan for rapid response for new invaders

4) Implementation of specific site management, quarantine, and control measures to prevent establishment and spread from sites of initial introduction

Current Program
1) Existing weed and seed laws as described in Section II.

2) Public education program on newly invading weed species.

3) The Blaine County Weed Coordinator inspects fields for producers wishing to certify their hay as weed seed free.

Need for Action
1) Encourage additional producers to certify fields as noxious weed free.

2) Assist in the development of a marketing group that allows producers to market their noxious weed free hay.

3) Develop regulations that provide for quarantine of gravel and other road building materials known to include noxious weed seeds.

4) Special “earmarked” funds for early detection, control and eradication of newly introduced species should be secured and support the development and funding of a statewide SWAT team.

5) Identification and monitoring of high-risk sites for Category 3 weeds.  Improved communication and education network to facilitate early detection and eradication/control of newly invading species.

6) Distribution of “weed alerts” with photographs and biological information on species on the state noxious weed list and state “watch” list.

7) Develop emergency funds to manage weeds spread by natural disaster such as fire and flood.

8) Monitor movement of livestock from weed infested areas to non-infested areas.

B) Management
Management of noxious weeds in Blaine County is divided into three priorities based on the status of the weed in the state.  These include non-established new invaders, established new invaders, and those that are widespread in portions of the state.  Management of widespread weed species is based on county priority and acres of the weed in the county.  An integrated weed management approach must be implemented in all weed management programs.

1) Non-established New Invaders are the highest priority in Blaine County.

Current Program

a) Eradication of existing infestations.

b) Monitoring of existing sites of introduction and eradication where necessary.

c) Targeted educational efforts

Need for Action
a) Identification of high-risk areas for invasion.

b) Support procurement of statewide “emergency” weed funds for rapid response to new invaders and consider development of emergency weed funds for Blaine County.

c) Continual assessment of potential new invaders

d) Cooperative agreements with state and federal land managers to develop a SWAT team approach for new invaders.

2) Established New Invaders

Newly invading species that are established are the second management priority in Blaine County.

Current Program
a) Management of existing infestations as funding and resources allow.

b) Inventory of existing infestations as funding and resources allow.

c) Public education and awareness.

Need for Action

a) Develop a written management plan new for invaders tied to the statewide weed management plan.

b) Support a statewide weed management SWAT team.

c) Evaluation and monitoring of existing management efforts.

d) Increased public education and awareness of established new invaders

3) Widespread Weed Infestations

The third management priorities are those species that are widespread in Blaine County.

Current Program
a) Management of existing infestations as funding and resources allow.

b) Support of cooperative management efforts by private landowners as funding sources become available.

c) Inventory of existing infestations as funding and resources allow.

d) Public awareness and education on integrated weed management.

Need for Action

a) Increase funding levels for county noxious weed efforts and support efforts to increase funding for state and federal entities to provide for long-term, consistent funds for weed programs.

b) Expand WMA concept to optimize weed management efforts, partnerships, and ability to attract federal and other noxious weed grant dollars.

c) Promote and assist implementation of Integrated Weed Management systems.

d) Develop cost-share programs for weed management on private lands that are conducting viable IWM programs.

4) Special Management Zones

Transportation rights-of-way are high-risk areas for introduction of new weeds to the county and are a major source of the infestation spread of established noxious weeds in Blaine County.  These rights-of-way require resources and funding to protect the private lands bordering the public access from an infusion of noxious weed seeds.


The Blaine County Weed Board is in charge of the development of weed management priorities within Blaine County.

a) Construction Sites and Reclamation of disturbed rights-of-way.  The coordinator must work closely with the county road department and the MDT to ensue that the site selected for road aggregate has a weed management in place.  It is imperative for the coordinator to maintain communication with MDT to ensure that all road contracts include a weed management program as provided by regulations. See Appendix H
Need for Action

i)
Improve monitoring and evaluation of weed management efforts.

ii)
Accept MDT’s proposal of the three-zone noxious weed management.

iii)
Ensure that MDT includes noxious weed management with the construction contracts for highway projects and ensure that prime contractors contact county weed districts for reclamation requirements prior to purchasing aggregate material.

iv)
Work with the MDT to identify the need for federal funds to manage noxious weeds during and after the construction projects.  Federal funds should be available on the project until 70% of the pre-disturbed vegetation has been re-established.  This will reduce the cost liability incurred by MDT for these projects and allow funding to be utilized in existing areas.

b) Utility Rights-of-Way

Utility rights-of-way for power, communications, and other public services serve as a major avenue for weed introduction and spread.  Most easements are on private ground and weed control responsibility must be negotiated between the utility company and private landowner.  Utility companies are required by law to send a copy of the reclamation and weed management plan to the county weed district for any new construction or reconstruction of existing services with major land disturbance.  Once projects are completed, responsibility of weed management reverts to landowner and contract agreement with utility company. See Appendix E 

c) Open Pit Mining (gravel pits)

The County Noxious Weed Control Act currently states that any state agency or local government unit approving a mine site or other major disturbance shall notify the weed board.

Current Program

The county weed district has developed a visual inspection criterion for gravel pit owners.  The weed district encourages pit owners to maintain weed free pits and provides advice to pit owners.  The county weed board has developed an open pit mining agreement.  See Appendix H
Need for Action

Continue to develop weed free gravel inspection program that will provide educational information to pit owners and the general public.

d) Organic Farming

The landowner agrees to maintain a 30-foot buffer zone along any county right-of-way.

e) Waterways
Blaine County is dissected with numerous ephemeral and perennial streams and rivers.  These rivers and streams serve as important transportation corridors for weeds.  They also contain environmentally sensitive ecosystems and provide an opportunity to work with non-traditional recreation groups.

Current Program

Work with Fish Wildlife and Parks to ensure that Fishing Access sites have a quality management and control plan.

Need for Action

i) Develop management criteria for weeds along waterways.

ii) Encourage education of recreational groups that use waterways and develop advocacy groups.

f) Trails

Trails built for motorized and non-motorized public use are susceptible to invasion by noxious weeds.  These trails serve as corridors for movement of weeds into non-infested sites.  Weed control along trails should be a priority within city, state, and federal agencies with jurisdictional authority for trail construction and maintenance.  Educational programs on noxious weeds should continue to focus on recreational users of trails and two-track roads.

5) Restoration and Reclamation

Restoration planning is an integral component of a weed management program when loss or displacement of desirable species occurs.  Without restoration, areas may become reinfested with either the same or new weed species.  Disturbed areas where protection and restoration protect critical habitat or important natural features should have the highest priority.

Current Program

The Blaine County Extension Service provides landowners with a list of grass species for reclamation.

Need for Action

i) Encourage individuals and agencies to evaluate and monitor sites treated for noxious weeds to determine if restoration activities are required.

ii) Assist with developing guidelines for conserving and restoring native species and ecosystem functions during restoration projects.

iii) Work closely with Burn Area Emergency Rehabilitation (BAER) federal agency teams on burn rehabilitation plan where noxious weeds are present on major fire areas.

iv) Develop a list of site specific weed resistant seed mixtures for restoration and revegetation.

v) Educate the public on importance of revegetating disturbed and weed infested sites.

C)  Inventory, Monitoring and Evaluation
The objective of weed surveying and mapping is to:  1) determine and record locations of noxious weeds in Blaine County; 2) accurately calculate total number of acres infested for each weed on the state noxious weed list; and 3) determine how fast noxious weeds are spreading by comparing weed inventories over time.  Surveys also provide information on weed biology and ecology, help predict high-risk sites for weed invasion, and raise public awareness.  This information is critical for identifying boundaries of newly invading species, developing long-term weed management goals and objectives, implementing action plans, and evaluating the status of weed management efforts across the state.

Current Program
Inventory standards provided in the Montana Noxious Weed Survey and Mapping System and International Mapping Standards are followed.  The program is currently limited by lack of funding and resources to collect and process data.  It is estimated that less that 5% of the weed district budget is dedicated to weed inventories.

Two levels of survey detail are utilized in Blaine County:

i) Section-based maps:  These maps were developed to provide general information on weed locations in Blaine County and are coordinated by the Montana Department of Agriculture.  Section based maps are completed for 5 species including spotted knapweed, Russian knapweed, leafy spurge, Dalmation toadflax, and sulfur cinquefoil.  See Appendix B

ii) Detailed database:  The database was developed to provide detailed information on noxious weeds in Blaine County.  Status of the detailed mapping program in Blaine County is on going.

Need for Action

i) Dedicate 1% to 2% of weed management budgets toward inventory efforts to support prevention and early detection of new weed invaders, and measure effectiveness of weed management efforts.

ii) Complete section-based inventories on Category 2 and 3 weeds and selected Category 1 weeds.

iii) Encourage state, federal, and weed management areas to participate in the inventory system

iv) Coordinate inventory activities with the statewide noxious weed inventory

v) Improve efficiency of database management with Blaine County.

vi) Promote stable, consistent funding for inventory efforts.

vii) Support the Montana Department of Transportation’s annual weed inventory.

viii) Annually inventory known high-risk sites such as trailheads, roads, campgrounds, fishing accesses and other high public use areas to prevent weed establishment as funding and resources allow.

D)  Awareness, Education and Outreach
The objective of an awareness, education, and outreach program is to provide the catalyst to assist Blaine County citizens towards building coalitions and connecting to invasive weed resource information web-sites, Blaine County Extension Service, and local education and outreach programs.
Current Program
The Blaine County Extension Service and the Blaine County Weed District currently conduct education on various weed management methods.  Information included in education efforts include:

i) Weed identification

ii) State-of-the-art integrated weed management methods

iii) Herbicide mode of action and fate in the environment

iv) Current research regarding weed management techniques

Need for Action

i) Additional funding for educational programs designed to raise the awareness of weed impacts in the county.

ii) Educational brochures mailed to all landowners on an annual basis.

iii) Develop and support weed awareness groups in the county.

iv) Meet with and provide training for local highway employees to establish communication of cooperative work, mowing and weed identification.

V) BUDGETS FOR A COMPREHENSIVE WEED MANAGEMENT PROGRAM
Increased funding is critical to address the current level of weed infestations in the county.  The present budget is inadequate to stop introduction of new species and slow the spread of existing weed infestations.  A balanced comprehensive weed management program that segments funding toward public education and awareness, prevention, early detection, management, and rehabilitation is vital to successfully manage large-scale weed infestations.

VI) PLAN IMPLEMENTATION AND EVALUATION
The key to success of Blaine County’s Weed Management Plan is dependent on the ability of stakeholders to implement action items identified in the Plan.

Evaluation of progress on action items is critical to determine whether modifications or additions to the Plan are necessary to improve facilitation and implementation.  Blaine County’s Weed Management Plan will be reviewed biannually by stakeholders.

Appendix A:

BLAINE COUNTY/MONTANA NOXIOUS WEED LIST AND MANAGEMENT CRITERIA EFFECTIVE: December 2013
PRIORITY 1A:
These weeds are not present or have a very limited presence in Montana. Management criteria will require eradication if detected, education, and prevention: 

 (a) Yellow starthistle (Centaurea solstitialis) 

 (b) Dyer’s woad (Isatis tinctoria) 

PRIORITY 1B:
These weeds have limited presence in Montana. 

Management criteria will require eradication or containment and education: 

 (a) Knotweed complex (Polygonum cuspidatum, P. sachalinense, P. × bohemicum, Fallopia japonica, F. sachalinensis, F. × bohemica, Reynoutria japonica, R. sachalinensis, and R.× bohemica) 

 (b) Purple loosestrife (Lythrum salicaria) 

 (c) Rush skeletonweed (Chondrilla juncea) 

 (d) Scotch broom (Cytisus scoparius) 

PRIORITY 2A:
These weeds are common in isolated areas of Montana. Management criteria will require eradication or containment where less abundant. Management shall be prioritized by local weed districts: 

(a) Tansy ragwort (Senecio jacobaea, Jacobaea vulgaris) 

(b) Meadow hawkweed complex (Hieracium caespitosum, H. praealturm, H.floridundum, and Pilosella caespitosa) 

(c) Orange hawkweed (Hieracium aurantiacum, Pilosella aurantiaca) 

(d) Tall buttercup (Ranunculus acris) 

(e) Perennial pepperweed (Lepidium latifolium) 

(f) Yellowflag iris (Iris pseudacorus) 

(g) Blueweed (Echium vulgare) 

(h) Hoary alyssum (Berteroa incana) 

PRIORITY 2B:
These weeds are abundant in Montana and widespread in many counties. Management criteria will require eradication or containment where less abundant. Management shall be prioritized by local weed districts: 

(a) Canada thistle (Cirsium arvense) 

(b) Field bindweed (Convolvulus arvensis) 

(c) Leafy spurge (Euphorbia esula) 

(d) Whitetop (Cardaria draba, Lepidium draba) 

(e) Russian knapweed (Acroptilon repens, Rhaponticum repens) 

(f) Spotted knapweed (Centaurea stoebe, C.maculosa) 

(g) Diffuse knapweed (Centaurea diffusa) 

(h) Dalmatian toadflax (Linaria dalmatica) 

(i) St. Johnswort (Hypericum perforatum) 

(j) Sulfur cinquefoil (Potentilla recta) 

(k) Common tansy (Tanacetum vulgare) 

(l) Oxeye daisy (Leucanthemum vulgare) 

(m) Houndstongue (Cynoglossum officinale) 

(n) Yellow toadflax (Linaria vulgaris)  (o) Saltcedar (Tamarix spp.) 

(p) Flowering rush (Butomus umbellatus) 

(q) Eurasian watermilfoil (Myriophyllum spicatum) 

(r) Curlyleaf pondweed (Potamogeton crispus) 

Priority 3:
Regulated Plants: (NOT MONTANA LISTED NOXIOUS WEEDS) 

These regulated plants have the potential to have significant negative impacts. The plant may not be intentionally spread or sold other than as a contaminant in agricultural products. The state recommends research, education and prevention to minimize the spread of the regulated plant. 

- Cheatgrass (Bromus tectorum) 

- Hydrilla (Hydrilla verticillata) 

- Russian olive (Elaeagnus angustifolia)
Watch List:
Scentless Chamomile (Matricaria maritime L. var agrestis {Knaf.})

White Bryony (Bryonia alba L.)

Priority List for Blaine County:

1) Leafy Spurge – Approximately 7000 acres

· Milk River Valley

· Bears Paw Mountains – 10 miles south of Cleveland

· Bears Paw Mountains – Birdtail Rd

· Savory Creek (BLM, state, and private lands)

· Milk Creek (BLM, state, and private lands)

· Wayne Creek

· Phillips County line on Hwy 2

· West of Waste Transfer Station of Hwy 2

2) Russian Knapweed – Approximately 2000 acres
· Milk River Valley – 8 miles West to 25 miles East of Chinook

· North of Chinook – 6 miles North of Chinook on Elloam Rd

· North of Chinook – 16 miles North of Chinook on Bagan Rd

· South of Chinook – 15 miles South of Chinook on S-B Ranch
· Eight other areas of less than 20 acres

3) Dalmation Toadflax - Approximately 20,000 acres

· South Clear Creek/Hungry Hollow

· One other location less that one (1) acre

4) Spotted Knapweed - Approximately 3000 acres
· Two (2) locations on State Highway near Harlem
· One (1) location ¼ mile South of Chinook on Cleveland Rd

· City of Hays

· South of Hays from Hays to Phillips County line

5) Diffuse Knapweed – Less than one (1) acre
· One (1) location ¼ mile South of Chinook on Cleveland Rd

· One (1) location on North Fork Rd West of Chinook

6) White Top – Less than two (2) acres

· South of Chinook on Cleveland Rd on S-B Ranch

· Seven (7) other locations of less than one (1) acre

7) Canada Thistle – Approximately 15,000 acres

· Found in almost every section of Blaine County
8) Field Bindweed – Approximately 7,000 acres

· Primarily a right-of-way and cropland problem

9) Babysbreath – Less than two (2) acres

· Two (2) miles South of Chinook on Cleveland Rd and Bowes Rd

10) Saltcedar - Less than one (1) acre
· Milk River Valley (three known patches located east of Harlem on the reservation – two patches have been sprayed)
· City of Harlem (two plants have been eradicated)

11)Houndstongue – Approximately 150 acres


a)  South of Chinook - Snake Creek and Box Elder Creek 

12)Common Burdock – Approximately 150 acres



a)  South of Chinook – Clear Creek


b)  Milk River Valley
* Watch Orange Hawkweed spreading into County from Beavercreek Park.

* Priority Noxious Weeds in Blaine County comprise approximately 49,756 acres or 1.82% of the total acreage in Blaine County.
Appendix B:

SECTION BASED WEED INFESTATON MAPS

(ARE CURRENTLY BEING UPDATED)
There are currently four section-based maps:

1) Leafy Spurge

2) Spotted Knapweed

3) Russian Knapweed

4) Dalmation Toadflax
Appendix C:

Agreement for Control of Noxious Weeds

   This agreement is entered into by the Blaine County Weed District of Chinook, Montana, hereinafter called “District”, and ___________________________________________, of  _____________________, Montana, hereinafter referred to as “Owner/Lessee”.
RECITALS
1. This agreement covers property described in Blaine County: ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

2. WEEDS LISTED FOR CONTROL     ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
3. Owner/lessee acknowledges that weeds are located upon the property and the District may enter the property for the eradication/control of said weeds.

4. In order to establish the duties of the District and the waiver of liability by the owner/lessee, they enter in to this agreement.

Based on the above recitals and the agreement set forth hereinafter, the parties agree as follows:

1. That the District enter upon the Owners/Lessees land with permission for the purpose of eradication/control of said weeds by whatever means deemed appropriate by the District.

2. The District agrees to use appropriate technology and licensed applicators to minimize damage to the Owners/Lessees property during the eradication /control of said weeds.

3. The Owner/Lessee will not hold the District liable for any injuries to persons or property suffered in the eradication/control of said weeds.

4. For the eradication of said weeds, the Owner/Lessee will be obligated to pay the District. If the cost estimate is achieved, the district will be obligated to contact the Owner/Lessee with additional quotes and receive written authorization before continuing work in the project. 

5. Payments shall be based upon a final bill, itemizing man-hours of labor, materials, equipment and time. Payment will be made within thirty (30) days of the billing date. If not paid, the Owner/Lessee agrees, under the authority of Section 7-22-2148, MCA that the County Clerk and Recorder may enter the balance due upon the assessment list of the County as a special tax upon the Owners/Lessees land described above.

Dated this ________ day of ____________            Coordinator:_______________________ 

Original Estimate:  $__________________                      Date:________________________
Authorization:  ______________________                      Date:________________________

Additional Quotes:  $_________________                      Date:________________________

Authorization:  ______________________                     Date:________________________                                  

Appendix D:
Blaine County Weed Board Policy for Subdivision Weed Management
1)
We recognize that weed management plans will vary from one subdivision to another due to many different noxious weed problems that may or may not exist in specific subdivisions.  In general, the following standards will apply:

· Initial control of all noxious weeds in the subdivision will be implemented as early as possible.

· The plan will provide for treatment of road right-of-ways annually until all parcels are sold.

· Covenants for the subdivision that require weed control are desirable.  These covenants will require control of noxious weeds to meet Blaine County Weed Board standards.

2)
The Blaine County Weed Coordinator will be available to assist with the development of subdivision weed management plans if the developer would like that assistance.

3) Weed management plans will be considered at the next regularly scheduled meeting of the Blaine County Weed Board after they (Weed Management Plans) and bond amounts are submitted.


Blaine County Weed District

PO Box 1212, 240 Cleveland Rd.
Chinook, MT 59523

(406) 357-2340 – FAX (406) 357-2199

Email: clehnert@co.blaine.mt.gov
Official Complaint Form

Name of landowner:  ________________________________________________________________________

Phone:  _____________________________________ Other:____________________________________

Mailing address:  _____________________________________________________________________


City, State, Zip _______________________________________________________________________

Legal Description:  _______1/4_______1/4_______1/4;________S_______T_______R_______________ 
Physical location:  _______________________________________________________________________
Type of area: _______________riparian____________________crop____________yard/garden

____________wooded_______pasture____________________noncrop___________rights-of-way

Weeds present:_______________________________

___________________________________________

___________________________________________

___________________________________________

___________________________________________

Have you made any attempts yourself to contact the 

Landowner?_________________________________

Please note:  The more information you provide us 

with-the quicker it makes our response in contacting

the landowner.

Please print your name below so that we may contact you if we have questions or comments.

______________________________________________________________________________________
Signature





Print


  
Date

______________________________________________________________________________________
Address

______________________________________________________________________________________
City, State, Zip









Phone

Permission to let us use your name in contacting the landowner?      ________Yes ________No

Official use:  __________________________Date received

Officialcomplaintform.doc


BLAINE COUNTY WEED CONTROL SPRAY CREW POLICY

1) Employee Requirements

· Must be over 18 years of age
· Must have and maintain a valid drivers license

· Must physically be able to handle the job
2) Weed Coordinator will train the weed crew on the following:

· Noxious weed identification

· Safe handling of chemicals

· Safe and efficient procedures in spraying techniques

· Sprayer calibration

· First aid involving chemicals

· Proper procedures in handling chemical spills

· Safe and proper chemical mixing procedures

· Proper operation and maintenance of spray truck and spray equipment

· Proper daily record keeping

· Accurate time sheet records
3) Weed crew will consist of spray rig and two people.
4) Weed crew employees will record all chemical taken from the weed chemical storage building.
5) All weed crews will keep daily spray/application records:

· Date and time of day

· Temperature, wind direction and wind velocity

· Spray site locations

· Chemical used as well as rates applied

· Noxious weeds treated

· Hours worked

· GPS filename
6) Employees will spray from the cab of the truck or walk safe distance from traffic.
7) All employees will be furnished with coveralls, rubber gloves, eye protection, emergency kits, road signs and any other safety equipment.
8) Employees must clean themselves properly at the end of each day.
The items above have been properly instructed and safety equipment issued.
Employee’s Signature:______________________________________Date:___________

Coordinator’s Signature_____________________________________Date:___________
Acreage Estimates by Agency

	Agency Name
	Total Acres Managed in Blaine County
	Total Acres of Noxious Weeds
	Current Weed Budget
	Estimated Budget Requirement

	Montana DNRC
	186,551
	9%
16609.59
	
	

	Fort Belknap Tribe
	685,921
	
	
	

	Bureau of Land Management
	452,832
	
	
	

	Blaine County
	26,009
	
	
	

	City of Chinook
	640
	
	
	

	US Forest Service
	37,000
	
	
	

	Montana Dept. of Fish Wildlife & Parks
	
	
	
	

	US Fish & Wildlife Service
	
	
	
	

	US Department of Defense
	0
	
	
	

	MSU-Northern
	0
	
	
	

	Montana Department of Transportation
	
	
	
	


Blaine County Weed District

PO Box 1212

Chinook MT, 59523

Office Number (406) 357-2340
Notice of Noxious Weeds and Request for Inspection - County
Legal Description: 
Property Address:
Noxious Weeds Present:
Applicable Montana Code:  7-22-2116; 7-22-2133; 7-22-2134

Date

Name

Address

City, State, Zip

Dear (Name),

The county (has attempted) 

County Weed Board has received a complaint (or has reason to suspect) that your property may have Noxious Weeds present.   This letter serves as notice of this fact and is also a request for permission to enter the property to do an inspection to determine the extent and type of weeds present.  
Notification of Corrective Action Required Within 10 Days  
1) Submit a weed management proposal or request a hearing as specified below

2) Other actions if any 

Failure to Take Corrective Action – Noncompliant Landowner Subject to Control Measures Pursuant to 7-22-2134, MCA:

1) Absent an approved weed plan, the property described above may be treated with appropriate control measures, which may include herbicide application.  You will be responsible for the cost of all control measures and associated penalties, which may include costs for labor, material, equipment time and a penalty that is up to 25% of the total cost. The anticipated cost of this would be $(dollars), including the penalty.

2) Invoices need to be paid within thirty (30) days of receipt.  Invoices not paid in full within thirty (30) days may become a lien upon the property.

The landowner has the right to request a hearing to within 10 days of receipt of this notice with the weed board at (address) 

If you have any questions, comments, or if you are not in fact the landowner of the property in question, please contact me at (phone number)

Sincerely,



Christian Lehnert, Weed Supervisor
Blaine County Weed District

PO Box 1212

Chinook MT, 59523

Office Number (406) 357-2340
Notice of Noncompliance - County
Legal Description: 
Property Address:
Noxious Weeds Present:
Applicable Montana Code:  7-22-2116; 7-22-2133; 7-22-2134

Date

Name

Address

City, State, Zip

Dear (Name),

The county has attempted to reach you to work with you regarding invasive plant management on the above referenced property in order to eradicate or control the noxious weeds on your property at the above address.  Notices have been sent to you on 
(Date(s)) requesting (action, meeting, compliance with a management plan, and/or entrance into a management plan), which has not occurred.

The presence of these noxious weeds violates State law and it is the landowners’ responsibility to control noxious weeds on their land per MCA, Section 7-22-2116.   State law,  provides  10 days after the mailing of this notice for contact with us, at the address provided at the top of this notice, to address the issue before  a determination of Failure To Take Corrective Action is made and the property is subject to Noncompliance Control Measures, as stated below.      

Notification of Corrective Action Required Within 10 Days – FINAL NOTICE:

3) Submit a weed management proposal or request a hearing as specified below

4) Other actions if any 

Failure to Take Corrective Action – Noncompliant Landowner Subject to Control Measures Pursuant to 7-22-2134, MCA:

3) The property described above will be treated with appropriate control measures, which may include herbicide application.  You will be responsible for the cost of all control measures and associated penalties, which may include costs for labor, material, equipment time and a penalty that is up to 25% of the total cost. The anticipated cost of this would be $(dollars), including the penalty.

4) Invoices need to be paid within thirty (30) days of receipt.  Invoices not paid in full within thirty (30) days may become a lien upon the property.

The landowner has the right to request a hearing to contest the finding of noncompliance, by way of an injunction or stay of the corrective action, in district court within 10 days of receipt of this notice.  The board may not institute control measures until the matter is finally resolved, except in the case of an emergency.  In that case, the person is liable for costs as provided in MCA 7-22-2134, only to the extent determined appropriate by the board, commissioners, or court that finally resolves the matter.  

If you have any questions, comments, or if you are not in fact the landowner of the property in question, please contact me at (phone number)

Sincerely,



Christian Lehnert, Weed Supervisor
Appendix E:








Brief Sketch of Area
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