ANNUAL BURNING PERMIT APPLICATION
BLAINE COUNTY, MONTANA
20___

IMPORTANT INFORMATION:

The Blaine County Commissioners have the discretion under Montana law to establish fire seasons annually, during which no person may ignite or set any forest fire, slash-burning fire, land-clearing fire, debris-burning fire, or open fire within the county protection area on any forest, range, or cropland without having obtained an official written permit to ignite or set such fire from the county.  Each year, Blaine County recognizes the State of Montana’s opening burning season as the established fire season for Blaine County.

Any person who ignites or sets any such fire without first obtaining a written permit to ignite or set such fire is guilty of a misdemeanor.  (§7-33-2206, MCA)   The penalty for a misdemeanor offense is a term of imprisonment not to exceed six months in jail, or a fine not to exceed $500, or both.  (§45-18-212, MCA)  

Additionally, if a person purposely or knowingly starts a fire or causes an explosion, whether on his or her own property or another’s, and thereby negligently places another person in danger of death or bodily injury, including a firefighter responding to or at the scene of a fire or explosion, commits the offense of felony negligent arson and shall, upon conviction, be fined not to exceed $50,000, or be imprisoned for any term not to exceed ten years, or both.  If the person so starting a fire negligently places property of another in danger of damage or destruction, the person commits the offense of misdemeanor negligent arson and shall, upon conviction, be fined not to exceed $500, or be imprisoned in jail for any term not to exceed six months, or both.

In addition to the penalties described above, the court may also impose an order of restitution, which may include the costs of fire suppression.

Furthermore, the applicant may be liable in a civil action for personal injury and property damage.

Any applicant receiving an annual written burning permit is still required to obtain oral permission to burn on the day of the burn.

COUNTY FIRE RULES AN REGULATIONS:

The Blaine County Commissioners have adopted the following rules and regulations that govern each fire and fire permit issued:

[bookmark: _GoBack]1.	Safety:  First and foremost both personal and public.
2.	A copy of the burn permit must be in the applicant’s possession at the burn site.
3.  	No burning is allowed when the wind speed is 10 miles per hour or greater.
4.	If, while the burn is in progress, the wind speed increases to 10 miles per hour or greater, 		the fire must be immediately extinguished; and if not, a ticket will be issued.
5.  	Appropriate and adequate fire suppression equipment is required at the fire scene so that 
	the fire can be completely extinguished within 10 minutes.
6.  	Fires may only be started and maintained during daylight hours.  Nighttime burning is 
	strictly prohibited.
7.	The applicant must be personally present at the fire at all times.

  8.       The applicant must call the Sheriff’s Office when the fire is extinguished.
  9.       Smoke management for safety on roads and around buildings.
10.	The permit holder must notify all neighbors prior to major burns.
11.	In order to obtain a burn permit, the applicant will not have violated any permit
	provisions within the previous three years.
12.	Any permit holder who violates these provisions is liable.

WAIVERS

Any applicant requesting a waiver of the above rules and regulations must first secure permission of Fire Warden Kraig Hansen or Assistant Fire Warden Robert Scheffelmaer.

BURNING RESTRICTIONS

If the State issues burning restrictions, the County will follow the restrictions.  If the State issues a burning ban, there will be no burning.

If the County issues burning restrictions, permission is needed to burn.  Permission to burn may be obtained by contacting the Commissioners; Kraig Hansen, Chinook Fire Chief; Robert Scheffelmaer, Harlem Fire Chief; David Jones, Turner Fire Chief; or Jordan Zellmer, Hogeland Fire Chief.

RELEASE AND HOLD HARMLESS:

I, the undersigned applicant, have considered the above and understand that there are certain inherent risks and dangers involved in open burning.  Nonetheless, if granted a burning permit by the County, I willingly and voluntarily assume all the risks, hazards, danger, and consequences involved.  I further agree to release and completely hold harmless Blaine County and its employees, agents, volunteers, and insurers from any and all liability, claims, damages, and causes of action that may arise from, or be in connection with, my setting or igniting fire.

ACKNOWLEDGMENT

I state that I have read, understand, and agree with the statements contained in the Important Information, Rules and Regulations, and Release and Hold Harmless paragraphs immediately above.  If granted a burning permit, I agree to abide by all rules and regulations adopted by Blaine County	for burning, and to use due and proper care in any burn or fire I may cause.  I understand that possessing an annual county burn permit does not grant me the authority to burn at will.  I must secure prior verbal approval to burn on the day I actually burn.  Daily burning permits are obtained by calling the Sheriff’s Office at 357-3260.


______________________________                         ______________________________
Applicant’s Signature				             Applicant’s Printed Name


______________________________                         ______________________________
Applicant’s Phone Number			             Date

	
______________________________                         ______________________________
Applicant’s Local Physical Address		             Witness (Required)

