Blaine County Superintendent of Schools

Blaine County Courthouse Valerie M. White

420 Ohio Street Phone (406) 357-3270
PO Box 819 Fax (406) 357-2199
Chinook, MT 59523 vwhite@blainecounty-mt.gov

Dear Home School Parent,

You have made an important decision and a strong commitment to your child (children). Montana law (M.C.A. 20-
5-109), allowing for compulsory school enrollment exemption, accommodates this family choice.

Your commitment to your child (children) includes an “organized course of study” as required by law (M.C.A. 20-5-
109). You, as the provider of your child’s education, are responsible for determining/obtaining the curriculum to be
used. A list of resources can be found in this packet.

Also enclosed in this packet you will find a home school notification form which needs to be updated and returned
to this office on an annual basis for as long as you continue to home school. Please do so by September 15th of
each year. This document serves as verification that your child is attending school, therefore not being labeled as
‘truant’. It also serves as documentation for (re)entrance into public school, admittance to colleges, universities or

military.

For your convenience | am also sending an attendance form. At the end of each semester, please send a copy of
this attendance record to be kept in your child’s permanent record file here in the county superintendent’s office.
Per MCA 20-5-109, home school attendance must be documented.

The Montana Coalition of Home Education, www.mtche.org, is a great resource for home educators. The Hi-Line
Home Educators support group is also willing to answer any questions and provide information; they serve Hill and
Blaine counties. Contact Kent and Lois Gilge, 262-9755; or Doug and Betty Boyce, 265-6957,
dougandbettyboyce@msn.com.

Thank you and have a good school year.

Respectfully,

Valerie M. White
Blaine County Superintendent of Schools



BLAINE COUNTY SUPERINTENDENT OF SCHOOLS

Blaine County Courthouse Valerie White
420 Ohio Street Phone (406) 357-3270
P.O. Box 819 Fax 357-2199
Chinook, MT 59523 vwhite(@blainecounty-mt.gov

HOME SCHOOL NOTIFICATION

School Year:
Date:

Last public school attended:

School District of Residence:

Student’s Name Date of Birth Age Grade Level
PARENT OR GUARDIAN (print or type) SIGNATURE OF PARENT/GUARDIAN

Physical Address City State Zip

Mailing Address (if different than physical address) City State Zip

Phone:

Email Address

Notification of your intention to home school your child(ren) will ensure compliance with MCA 20-5-109(5).

As a home school, you are eligible to participate in any federal education programs that are offered by the school in the district in
which you live. Please mark if you are interested in receiving a participation form in the spring.

Title 1 Improving the Academic Achievement of the Disadvantaged

Title ITA Teacher Training and Recruitment

Title I1I English Language Acquisition for Limited English Proficient and Immigrant Students
Title IVB 21 Century Community Learning Centers

I wish to receive a participation form in the spring.

I do not wish to receive a participation form in the spring.



ATTENDANCE RECORD
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School Year:

Student’s Name:

Address:

Grade:

In accordance with 20-5-109 MCA, all nonpublic schools must provide the following minimum aggregate hours per year:
360 hours for a part-time kindergarten program
or 720 hours for a full-time kindergarten program
720 hours for grades 1-3
1080 hours for grades 4-12

Please mail to the County Superintendent before January 31 for the 15t Semester OR July 315 for the 2" Semester

Blaine County Superintendent of Schools
P.O. Box 819
Chinook, MT 59523

MCA 20-5-109. Nonpublic school requirements for compulsory enrollment exemption. To qualify its students for exemption from compulsory enrollment under 20-5-102, a nonpublic or
home school: (1) shall maintain records on pupil attendance and disease immunization and make the records available to the county superintendent of schools on request; (2) shall provide at least
the minimum aggregate hours of pupil instruction in accordance with 20-1-301 and 20-1-302; (3) must be housed in a building that complies with applicable local health and safety regulations;(4)
shall provide an organized course of study that includes instruction in the subjects required of public schools as a basic instructional program pursuant to 20-7-111: and (5) in the case of home
schools, shall notify the county superintendent of schools of the county in which the home school is located in each school fiscal year of the student's attendance at the school.
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Elsie Arntzen, Superintendent OFFICE OF PUBLIC INSTRUCTION Putting Montana Students First A
PO Box 202501 STATE OF MONTANA
Helena, MT 59620-2501
406.444.5643
In-State Toll-free: 1.888.231.9393
TTY Users: 406.444.0235
opi.mt.gov

Home School Informational Packet

Introduction. The Office of Public Instruction receives dozens of calls each year from people
with questions about home schooling. Many of those calling request that OPI provide a
summary of Montana law pertaining to home schooling. This document outlines key statutes re:
private/nonpublic schools in Montana. Attached to this document is the full text of statutes and
administrative rules that may be of interest to those with questions about home schooling. The
statutes discussed below may also be found in the 2017 Montana Code Annotated and have been
in effect for many years. This packet of information is not provided as a complete analysis of the
issue nor is it intended as legal advice.

Compulsory Enrollment and Exceptions. Montana law states: “Except as provided in [Mont.
Code Ann. §20-5-102(2)], any parent, guardian, or other person who is responsible for the care
of any child who is 7 years of age or older prior to the first day of school in any school fiscal
year shall cause the child to be instructed in the program prescribed by the board of public
education pursuant to 20-7-111 until the later of the following dates: (a) the child's 16th
birthday; (b) the date of completion of the work of the 8th grade.” Mont. Code Ann. §20-5-

102(1).

Home School Exception to Compulsory Enrollment. In Mont. Code Ann. §20-5-102(2),
Montana law provides that a “parent, guardian, or other person shall enroll the child in the school
assigned by the trustees of the district within the first week of the school term or when he
establishes residence in the district unless the child is: * * * (e) enrolled in a nonpublic or home
school that complies with the provisions of 20-5-109. For the purposes of this subsection (¢), a
home school is the instruction by a parent of his child, stepchild, or ward in his residence and a
nonpublic school includes a parochial, church, religious, or private school. ” Mont. Code Ann.

§20-5-102(2).

Home School Requirements. Section 20-5-109, Mont. Code Ann. states: "To qualify its
students for exemption from compulsory enrollment under 20-5-102, a nonpublic or home
school:

(1) shall maintain records on pupil attendance and disease immunization and make the
records available to the county superintendent of schools on request;

(2) shall provide at least the minimum aggregate hours of pupil instruction in accordance
with 20-1-301 and 20-1-302;

(3) must be housed in a building that complies with applicable local health and safety
regulations;

(4) shall provide an organized course of study that includes instruction in the subjects
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required of public schools as a basic instructional program pursuant to 20-7-111; and

(5) in the case of home schools, shall notify the county superintendent of schools of the
county in which the home school is located in each school fiscal year of the student's attendance
at the school."

Responsibilities and Rights of Parent Who Provides Home School and Rights of Child in
Home School. Section 20-5-111, Mont. Code. Ann., states that “[s]ubject to the provisions of

20-5-109, a parent has the authority to instruct his child, stepchild, or ward in a home school and
is solely responsible for:

(1) the educational philosophy of the home school;

(2) the selection of instructional materials, curriculum, and textbooks;

(3) the time, place, and method of instruction; and

(4) the evaluation of the home school instruction.” Mont. Code Ann, § 20-5-111.

Home School and Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA)

In Montana, homeschooled students that are registered with the county superintendent of schools are considered
parentally placed private school students. These students must be treated the same as other parentally placed private
school students under the IDEA. No parentally placed private school student with a disability has an individual right to
receive some or all of the special education and related services that the student would receive if fully enrolled in a
public school. 34 CFR 300.137. Additional information on the IDEA and private school students can be found in OPI's
Special Education in Montana guide.

The following information is attached:

¢ Montana statutes relating to home schooling
e Montana School Accreditation Standards that identify basic education programs for
elementary, middle grades, and high school, including graduation.

Addresses of home schooling associations that may assist you:

Association of Nonpublic Schools of Montana
P O Box 1708
Helena, MT 59624

The Grapevine
P O Box 3228
Missoula, MT 59806

Montana Coalition of Home Educators
P O Box 43

Gallatin Gateway, MT 59730

Web Site:

https://www.mtche.org/

For additional copies of the home school packet, contact Andy Boehm, Data Specialist at
406-444-0375.
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MONTANA CODE ANNOTATED - 2017

20-1-301. School fiscal year. (1) The school fiscal year begins on July 1 and ends on
June 30. At least the minimum aggregate hours defined in subsection (2) must be conducted
during each school fiscal year, except that 1,050 aggregate hours of pupil instruction for
graduating seniors may be sufficient or a minimum of 360 aggregate hours of pupil instruction
must be conducted for a kindergarten program, as provided in 20-7-117.

(2) The minimum aggregate hours required by grade are:

(a) 360 hours for a half-time kindergarten program or 720 hours for a full-time

kindergarten program, as provided in 20-7-117;

(b) 720 hours for grades 1 through 3; and

(c) 1,080 hours for grades 4 through 12.

(3) For any elementary or high school district that fails to provide for at least the
minimum aggregate hours, as listed in subsections (1) and (2), the superintendent of public
instruction shall reduce the direct state aid for the district for that school year by two timesan
hourly rate, as calculated by the office of public instruction, for the aggregate hours missed.

20-1-302. School term, day, and week. (1) Subject to 20-1-301, 20-1-308, and any
applicable collective bargaining agreement covering the employment of affected employees, the
trustees of a school district shall set the number of days in a school term, the length of the school
day, and the number of school days in a school week and report them to the superintendent of
public instruction.

(2) When proposing to adopt changes to a previously adopted school term, school week,
or school day, the trustees shall:

(a) negotiate the changes with the recognized collective bargaining unit representingthe
employees affected by the changes;

(b) solicit input from the employees affected by the changes but not represented by a
collective bargaining agreement; and

(c) solicit input from the people who live within the boundaries of the school district.

20-5-102. Compulsory enrollment and excuses. (1) Except as provided in subsection (2), any
parent, guardian, or other person who is responsible for the care of any child who is 7 years of
age or older prior to the first day of school in any school fiscal year shall cause the child to be
instructed in the program prescribed by the board of public education pursuant to 20-7-111 until
the later of the following dates:

(a) the child's 16th birthday; or

(b) the date of completion of the work of the 8th grade.

(2) A parent, guardian, or other person shall enroll the child in the school assigned by the

trustees of the district within the first week of the school term or when the parent, guardian, or
person establishes residence in the district unless the child is:

(a) enrolled in a school of another district or state under any of the tuition provisions of this

title;

(b) provided with supervised correspondence study or supervised home study under the

transportation provisions of this title;

(c) excused from compulsory school attendance upon a determination by a district judge that

attendance is not in the best interest of the child,
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(d) excused by the board of trustees upon a determination that attendance by a child who has
attained the age of 16 is not in the best interest of the child and the school; or

(e) enrolled in a nonpublic or home school that complies with the provisions of 20-5-109.
For the purposes of this subsection (2)(e), a home school is the instruction by a parent of the
parent's child, stepchild, or ward in the parent's residence and a nonpublic school includes a
parochial, church, religious, or private school.

20-5-103. Compulsory attendance and excuses. (1) Except as provided in subsection (2),
any parent, guardian, or other person who is responsible for the care of any child who is 7 years
of age or older prior to the first day of school in any school fiscal year shall cause the child to
attend the school in which he is enrolled for the school term and each school day therein
prescribed by the trustees of the district until the later of the following dates:

(a) the child's 16th birthday;

(b) the date of completion of the work of the 8th grade.

(2) The provisions of subsection (1) do not apply in the following cases:

(a) The child has been excused under one of the conditions specified in 20-5-102.

(b) The child is absent because of illness, bereavement, or other reason prescribed by the
policies of the trustees.

(c¢) The child has been suspended or expelled under the provisions of 20-5-202.

20-5-109. Nonpublic school requirements for compulsory enrollment exemption. To
qualify its students for exemption from compulsory enrollment under 20-5-102, a nonpublic or
home school:

(1) shall maintain records on pupil attendance and disease immunization and make the
records available to the county superintendent of schools on request;

(2) shall provide at least the minimum aggregate hours of pupil instruction in accordance
with 20-1-301 and 20-1-302;

(3) must be housed in a building that complies with applicable local health and safety
regulations;

(4) shall provide an organized course of study that includes instruction in the subjects
required of public schools as a basic instructional program pursuant to 20-7-111; and

(5) in the case of home schools, shall notify the county superintendent of schools of the
county in which the home school is located in each school fiscal year of the student's attendance
at the school.

20-5-110. School district assessment for placement of a child who enrolls from a nonaccredited,
nonpublic school. The trustees of a school district shall:

(1) adopt a district policy on assessment for placement of any child who enrolls in a
school of the district and whose previous place of instruction was a nonpublic school that is not
accredited;

(2) include in the adopted policy the following provisions:
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(a) the specific assessment for placement to be administered to any child subject to the
provisions of subsection (1);

(b) aprocedure for grade and program placement of the child based on results of the
assessment for placement, including considerations for the age and identified abilities of the
child; and

(c) ahearing process before the board of trustees of the district if the parent or guardian
of a child is not in agreement with the placement of the child and requests a hearing before the
board; and

(3) administer the adopted policy required in subsection (1) in a uniform and fair
manner.

20-5-111. Responsibilities and rights of parent who provides home school -- rights of
child in home school. Subject to the provisions of 20-5-109, a parent has the authority to
instruct his child, stepchild, or ward in a home school and is solely responsible for:

(1) the educational philosophy of the home school,

(2) the selection of instructional materials, curriculum, and textbooks; and

(3) the time, place, and method of instruction; and

(4) the evaluation of the home school instruction.

20-7-111. Instruction in public schools. The board of public education shall define and
specify the basic instructional program for pupils in public schools, and such program shall be
set forth in the standards of accreditation. Other instruction may be given when approved by the
board of trustees.
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Administrative Rules of Montana Chapter 55- Standards of Accreditation
Sub-Chapter 9- Academic Requirements

10.55.901 BASIC EDUCATION PROGRAM: ELEMENTARY

(1) An elementary school shall have an education program aligned to the program area standards
that enables students to meet the content standards and content-specific grade-level learning
progressions.

History: 20-2-114, MCA; IMP, 20-2-121, 20-3-106, 20-7-101, MCA; NEW, 1989 MAR p. 342,
Eff. 7/1/89; AMD, 1998 MAR p. 2707, Eff. 10/9/98; AMD, 2000 MAR p. 3340, Eff.

12/8/00; AMD, 2012 MAR p. 2042, Eft. 7/1/13.

10.55.902 BASIC EDUCATION PROGRAM: MIDDLE GRADES

(1) A school with middle grades must have an education program aligned to the program area
standards that enables all students to meet the content standards and content-specific grade-level
learning progressions.

(2) The Board of Public Education, upon recommendation of the Superintendent of Public
Instruction, may approve a 7 and 8 grade program that must follow either the middle school
philosophy and components described in (3) or the departmentalized philosophy and components
described in (4).

(3) The Board of Public Education, upon recommendation of the Superintendent of Public
Instruction, may approve a middle school program that:

(a) addresses the unique nature of middle-grade children by focusing on their intellectual, social,
emotional, and physical development. To put such philosophy into practice, a middle school
must have flexibility to:

(1) approach instruction, scheduling, and teaching in a variety of ways;

(11) undertake interdisciplinary work; and

(1i1) plan blocks of coursework deriving from the intellectual, social, emotional, and physical
needs of middle school students.

(b) incorporates critical and creative thinking, career awareness, lifelong learning, and safety;
(c) incorporates instruction in reading literacy and writing literacy into all required and elective
program areas as required in the Montana Common Core Standards, ARM Title 10, chapter 53;
(d) includes, at a minimum, the following program areas, required of all students yearly:

(1) English language arts;

(i1) mathematics;

(111) physical and life sciences;

(iv) social studies; and

(v) health enhancement.

(e) at a minimum maintains the following required program areas:

(1) visual arts including, but not limited to art history, art criticism, aesthetic perception, and
production;

(i) music including, but not limited to general, instrumental, and vocal (emphasizing
comprehensive music elements, music history, criticism, aesthetic perception, and musical
production);

(111) career and technical education courses or pathways such as agriculture, business education,
family and consumer sciences, health occupations and industrial technology education; and




(iv) world languages.

(f) offers as electives to all students exploratory courses such as creative writing, dance, drama,
financial education, photography, and leadership.

(4) A junior high (grades 7-9) or 7-8 school must offer an educational program, aligned to the
program area standards, that enables all students to meet the content standards and content-
specific grade-level progressions.

(a) Instruction in reading literacy and writing literacy shall be incorporated into all required and
elective program areas as required in the Montana Common Core Standards, ARM Title 10,
chapter 53.

(b) All students shall complete the following program areas each year:

(1) English language arts--1 unit;

(ii) social studies--1 unit;

(iii) mathematics--1 unit;

(iv) science--1 unit; and

(v) health enhancement--1/2 unit.

(c) All students must be allowed to elect from the following program area offerings:

(1) visual arts--1/2 unit;

(i1) music--1/2 unit;

(1ii) career and technical education--1/2 unit; and

(iv) world languages and cultures--1/2 unit.

(d) A unit is defined as the equivalent of at least 8100 minutes for one school year.

(e) Time to pass between classes may be counted toward the standard school day but shall not be
counted toward class time.

History: 20-2-114, MCA; IMP, 20-2-121, 20-3-106, 20-7-101, MCA; NEW, 1989 MAR p. 342,
Eff. 7/1/89; AMD, 1998 MAR p. 2707, Eff. 10/9/98; AMD, 2000 MAR p. 3340, Eff.

12/8/00; AMD, 2012 MAR p. 2042, Eff. 7/1/13.

10.55.903 BASIC EDUCATION PROGRAM: JUNIOR HIGH AND GRADES 7 AND 8
BUDGETED AT HIGH SCHOOL RATES PEALED

(See the Transfer and Repeal Table)

History: Sec. 20-2-114, MCA; IMP, Sec. 20-2-121, 20-3-106, 20-7-101, MCA; NEW, 1989
MAR p. 342, Eff. 7/1/89; AMD, 1998 MAR p. 2707, Eff. 10/9/98; REP, 2000 MAR p. 3340, Eff.
12/8/00.

10.55.904 BASIC EDUCATION PROGRAM OFFERINGS: HIGH SCHOOL

(1) The basic education program, aligned to the program area standards, for grades 9 through
12 shall be at least 20 units of coursework that enable all students to meet the content standards
and content-specific grade-level learning progressions.

(2) Instruction in reading literacy and writing literacy shall be incorporated into all required
and elective program areas as required in the Montana Common Core Standards, ARM Title 10,
chapter 53.

(3) Minimum offerings shall include at least the following:

(a) 4 units of English language arts;

(b) 3 units of mathematics;

(c) 3 units of science;

(d) 3 units of social studies;
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(e) 2 units of career and technical education;

(f) 2 units of arts;

(g) 1 unit of health enhancement;

(h) 2 units of world languages; and

(1) 2 units of electives.

History: 20-2-114, MCA; IMP, 20-2-121, 20-3-106, 20-7-101, MCA; NEW, 1989 MAR p.
342, Eff. 7/1/89; AMD, 1998 MAR p. 2707, Eff. 10/9/98; AMD, 2000 MAR p. 3340, Eff.
12/8/00; AMD, 2012 MAR p. 2042, Eff. 7/1/13.

10.55.905 GRADUATION REQUIREMENTS

(1) As a minimum, a school district's requirements for graduation shall include a total of 20
units of study that enable all students to meet the content standards and content-specific grade-
level learning progressions.

(2) In order to meet the content and performance standards, the following 13 units shall be
part of the 20 units required for all students to graduate:

(a) 4 units of English language arts;

(b) 2 units of mathematics;

(c) 2 units of social studies;

(d) 2 units of science;

(e) 1 unit of health enhancement, with 1/2 unit each year for two years;

(f) 1 unit of arts; and

(g) 1 unit of career and technical education.

(3) Units of credit earned in any Montana high school accredited by the Board of Public
Education shall be accepted by all Montana high schools.

(4) In accordance with the policies of the local board of trustees, students may be graduated
from high school with less than four years enrollment.

History: 20-2-114, MCA; IMP, 20-2-121, 20-3-106, 20-7-101, MCA; NEW, 1989 MAR p.
342, Eff. 7/1/89; AMD, 1998 MAR p. 2707, Eff. 10/9/98; AMD, 2000 MAR p. 3340, Eff.
12/8/00; AMD, 2012 MAR p. 2042, Eff. 7/1/13

10.55.906 HIGH SCHOOL CREDIT

(1) A high school shall require a minimum of 20 units of credit for graduation, including
ninth grade units.

(a) A unit of credit is defined as the equivalent of at least 8100 minutes for one year.

(b) Passage of time between classes may be counted toward the standard school day but shall
not be counted toward class time.

(2) A student who is unable to attend class for the required amount of time may be given
fractional credit for partial completion of a course, with the local board of trustees' permission.

(3) The local board of trustees may waive specific course requirements based on individual
student needs and performance levels. Waiver requests shall also be considered with respect to
age, maturity, interest, and aspirations of the students and shall be in consultation with the
parents or guardians.

(4) With the permission of the local board of trustees, a student may be given credit for a
course satisfactorily completed in a period of time shorter or longer than normally required and,
provided that the course meets the district's curriculum and assessment requirements, which are
aligned with the content standards stated in the education program. Examples of acceptable
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course work include those delivered through correspondence, extension, and distance learning
courses, adult education, summer school, work study, specially designed courses, and challenges
to current courses. Acceptable programs must be consistent with the local board of trustees'
policy.

(a) Montana high schools shall accept such units of credit taken with the approval of the
accredited Montana high school in which the student was then enrolled and which appear on the
student's official high school transcript as defined in ARM 10.55.911.

History: 20-2-114, MCA; IMP, 20-2-121, 20-3-106, 20-7-101, MCA; NEW, 1989 MAR p.
342, Eff. 7/1/89; AMD, 1998 MAR p. 2707, Eff. 10/9/98; AMD, 2000 MAR p. 3340, Eff.
12/8/00; AMD, 2012 MAR p. 2042, Eff. 7/1/13; AMD, 2013 MAR p. 961, Eff. 6/7/13.

10.55.907 DISTANCE, ONLINE, AND TECHNOLOGY-DELIVERED LEARNING

(1) This rule establishes requirements for distance, online, and technology-delivered learning
programs and/or courses that fulfill elementary or middle grades basic education programs
and/or high school graduation requirements.

(2) School districts may receive and/or provide distance, online, and technology-delivered
learning programs.

(a) School districts receiving distance, online, and technology-delivered learning programs to
supplement instruction may utilize distance, online, and technology-delivered learning as they
would other supplementary resources without restriction.

(b) Distance, online, and technology-delivered learning programs and/or courses shall at a
minimum be aligned with state content standards and content-specific grade-level learning
progressions.

(c) Annually, by the first Monday in June, a school district shall provide a report to the
Superintendent of Public Instruction documenting all distance, online and technology-delivered
courses, student enrollments, and the digital content providers.

(3) Except as provided in (3)(a), teachers of distance, online, and technology-delivered
learning programs shall be licensed and endorsed in Montana or elsewhere in the area of
instruction taught with such license granted as a result of the completion of an accredited
professional educator preparation program as defined in ARM 10.57.102(3). School districts
receiving distance, online, and technology-delivered learning programs described in this rule
shall have a distance learning facilitator for each course and available to the students.

(a) When a teacher of distance, online, and technology-delivered learning programs and/or
courses does not possess the qualifications specified in (3), the facilitator must be licensed and
endorsed in Montana or elsewhere in the area of instruction facilitated with such license granted
as a result of the completion of an accredited professional educator preparation program as
defined in ARM 10.57.102(3).

(b) When a teacher of distance, online, and technology-delivered learning programs is
qualified as provided in (3), the receiving school district's facilitator shall be a licensed teacher or
a para-educator.

(c) School districts receiving distance, online, and technology-delivered learning programs
and/or courses must provide qualified facilitators for synchronous delivery to students in schools
accredited by the Montana Board of Public Education, requiring physical presence of a
facilitator, and for asynchronous delivery, requiring facilitators be available to students.

(d) The school district must ensure that the distance, online, and technology-delivered
learning facilitators receive in-service training on technology-delivered instruction.
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(4) Montana school districts providing distance, online and technology-delivered learning
shall comply with the teacher load requirements of ARM 10.55.713(3).

(5) Digital content providers serving Montana schools accredited by the Board of Public
Education shall:

(a) annually, by the first Monday in August, register with the Office of Public Instruction;

(b) annually, by the first Monday in June, identify the Montana school districts served in the
current school year by the digital content provider, including the courses and student enrollments
for each school district served; and

(c) document the professional qualifications, including Montana teacher licensure and
endorsement, of their teachers of distance, online, and technology-delivered programs and/or
courses by providing names and credentials of other licensing entities, when not licensed and
endorsed in Montana.

History: 20-2-114, MCA; IMP, 20-2-121, 20-3-106, 20-7-101, MCA; NEW, 1989 MAR p.
342, Eff. 7/1/89; AMD, 1995 MAR p. 626, Eff. 4/28/95; AMD, 1998 MAR p. 2707, Eff.
10/9/98; AMD, 2000 MAR p. 3340, Eff. 12/8/00; AMD, 2004 MAR p. 719, Eff. 4/9/04; AMD,
2007 MAR p. 692, Eff. 5/25/07; AMD, 2008 MAR p. 2048, Eff. 9/26/08; AMD, 2012 MAR p.
2042, Eff. 7/1/13.

10.55.908 SCHOOL FACILITIES

(1) School facilities shall be constructed, maintained, and supervised in accordance with all
applicable local, state, and federal codes, regulations, and laws.

(2) School facilities shall be of sufficient size and arrangement to meet all programs'
educational goals.

(3) The local board of trustees shall provide for educational facilities which are functional
and safe for the conduct of the educational and extracurricular activities of students, and which
will meet federal accessibility standards.

(4) The school shall provide the necessary equipment for first aid.

(5) When the local board of trustees considers major remodeling or building a facility, it shall
seek facility expertise in all affected program areas as well as comments from faculty, students,
and community.

(6) The local board of trustees shall have a written policy that defines the use of school
facilities and resources.

History: 20-2-114, MCA; IMP, 20-2-121, MCA; NEW, 1989 MAR p. 342, Eff.

7/1/89; AMD & TRANS from 10.55.2001, 2000 MAR p. 3340, Eff. 12/8/00; AMD, 2012 MAR
p. 2042, Eff. 7/1/13.

10.55.909 STUDENT RECORDS

(1) Each school shall keep, in secure storage, a permanent file of students' records, that shall
include:

(a) the name and address of the student;

(b) his/her parent or guardian;

(c) birth date;

(d) academic work completed;

(e) level of achievement (grades, standardized achievement tests);

(f) immunization records as per 20-5-406, MCA;

(g) attendance data; and
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(h) the statewide student identifier assigned by the Office of Public Instruction.

(2) The local board of trustees shall establish policies and procedures for the use and transfer
of student records that are in compliance with 20-1-213, MCA, and state and federal laws
governing individual privacy. All educational records collected and maintained by a school shall
be kept in a confidential manner according to the implementing regulations of the Family
Educational Rights and Privacy Act (FERPA) at 34 CFR part 99.

(3) The local board of trustees shall develop a process for destruction of records pursuant
to 20-1-213, MCA, including nonpermanent student records. Nonpermanent student records are
records retained in a central file maintained by the school containing a student's cumulative
educational records, which are not retained as a student's permanent record detailed in (1).

(4) All inactive permanent records from a school that closes shall be sent to the county
superintendent or the appropriate county official.

History: 20-2-114, MCA; IMP, 20-2-121, MCA; NEW, 1989 MAR p. 342, Eff.

7/1/89; AMD, 1994 MAR p. 166, Eff. 1/28/94; AMD & TRANS from 10.55.2002, 2000 MAR p.
3340, Eff. 12/8/00; AMD, 2004 MAR p. 2277, Eff. 9/24/04; AMD, 2005 MAR p. 575, Eff.
4/15/05; AMD, 2012 MAR p. 305, Eff. 2/10/12; AMD, 2012 MAR p. 2042, Eff. 7/1/13.

10.55.910 STUDENT DISCIPLINE RECORDS

(1) Each school shall maintain a record of any disciplinary action that is educationally
related, with explanation, taken against the student. When a local board of trustees takes
disciplinary action against a student, the board must take minutes of the action taken, with
detailed explanation, even if the disciplinary action is decided during a closed session. For the
purpose of this rule, a disciplinary action that is educationally related is an action that results in
the expulsion or out-of-school suspension of the student. This record must be
maintained/destroyed consistent with Montana Local Government Records Schedule 7, and is
subject to transfer to a local educational agency, accredited school, or nonpublic school pursuant
to 20-1-213, MCA.

History: 20-2-114, MCA; IMP, 20-1-213, 20-2-121, MCA; NEW, 2005 MAR p. 1390, Eff.
4/15/05; AMD, 2012 MAR p. 2042, Eff. 7/1/13.

10.55.911 OFFICIAL HIGH SCHOOL TRANSCRIPT

(1) The high school transcript is the official academic record of the courses and credits
completed by a high school student. At a minimum, the high school transcript must include:

(a) statewide student identifier;

(b) student legal name, address, gender, and date of birth;

(c) statewide school identifier, school name, school address, school phone, school system
name, school system code, and school code;

(d) student grade level;

(e) student entry date and exit date;

(f) course code, course title, course grade, and credits earned for each school term and course
taken;

(g) grade point average;

(h) graduation date;

(1) diploma type;

(j) class rank;

(k) number in class;
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(1) for each test reported, the test date and the score for each portion of the test;

(m) academic honors, if applicable; and

(n) required number of credits for graduation.

History: 20-2-114, MCA; IMP, 20-1-213, 20-2-121, MCA; NEW, 2013 MAR p. 961, Eff.
6/7/13.

Updated October 2020
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e [ntersnet...

obtained in most states.

Many parents considering home education for their children

Statistics continue to show that a high majority of homeschoolin:
of these computers are used to ‘surf’ for information on the net.

begin their search for information using their computers at home. By plugging
into the internet and doing simple searches (www.google.com, www.yahoo.com, etc) using keywords such as HOMESCHOOL, HOME EDU-
CATION, etc you quickly discover hundreds, if not thousands of sites that can provide many answers. And for families already homeschool-
ing their children, the internet provides ample material to answer questions as they pop up.

g families have computers in their homes, and use them regularly. And many

In addition to finding resources, many discover that local ‘support groups’ have posted web pages that include names and addresses of
other homeschooling parents/leaders. Events and contests are regularly posted in many areas. Legislative information can also be easily

The internet, when used properly, can be a rich wealth of information. But always remember that as easy as it is to find beneficial material on
the net, it is just as easy to stumble onto harmful material. Using the internet should be a family endeavor.

In the event that your family does not own a computer, most libraries provide computers for public use. Also, many eateries and coffee shops
offer free wireless services to their customers who have laptops.

To help you get started, below and on the following pages, are lists of intemet sites that contain valuable information on home education.
And if you are a seasoned internet user, there may be a few new sites to add to your ‘bookmark’ list. As experienced users know, this is but
a snapshot of what is really ‘out there’.

A Beka Book - For School And
Homeschool

www.abeka.com

Simply Music

imof ,
Bob Jones University Press
www.bju.edu/press/home.htm/
Calvert School’s
www.calvertschool.org
Christian Liberty Academy
www.homeschools.org

Scholars Online

www.scholarsonline.org

Dive into Math & Science
www.diveintomath.com

Discount Homeschool Supplies
www.dh. m

Memoria Press
Www.memoriapress.com

Grace and Truth Books

www.graceandfruthbooks.com

GreatScopes Microscopes

www.greatscopes.com

Greenleaf Press

www.greenleafpress.com/

Holt GWS
www.HoltGWS.com

n-books.com

Home Education & Family Services

www.HomeEducator.com/HEFS/

Home Grown Familes
m families.com

Home School Legal Defense Associa-
tion

WWW,!LﬁLdQ.Q_IQ

The HomeSchool.com

www.thehomeschool.com

Homeschool Digest

www.HomeSchoolDigest.com

Homeschool World

www.home-school.com

Timberdoodle
www. tii le.com

Home Training Tools

Apologia Educational Ministries
www.apologia.com

The Learnables Foreign Language
Courses

www.learnables.com

KONOS Curriculum
www.konos.org

Montana Coalition of Home Educators

www.miche.org

Nallenart
www.nallenart.on.ca

National Home Education Research
Institute

www.nheri.org
Practical Homeschooling Magazine

www.home-school.com

Saxon Publishers, Inc.

www.saxonpub.com

Sycamore Tree Homeschool and
Catalog
www.sycamoretree.com

Teaching Home

www.teachinghome.com

Vision Forum

Wisdom’s Gate Home Page

Yes, Phonics
www.yesphonics.com
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ABEKA BOOK

PO Box 19100

Pensacola, FL 32523
1-850-478-8933. Complete cur-
riculum. Textbooks & materials.
Correspondence. K-12.
www.abeka.com

ACCELERATED CHRISTIAN EDU-
CATION (A.C.E.)
www.aceministries.com Full cur-

riculum. K-12.

ALPHA OMEGA PUBLICATIONS
804 N. 2nd Avenue East, Rock Rap-
ids, IA51246 800-682-7391
Christian curriculum. K-12.

WWW.30p.com

AMERICAN CHRISTIAN ACADEMY
P.O. Box 805, Anderson, CA 96007.
(916)365-2950. Home School
Program.

www.acacademy.com

AMERICAN EDUCATION CORP.
7506 N. Broadway Extension
Oklahoma City, OK 96007
(405)840-6031 A+dvanced Learn-
ing System
www.amered.com

AMERICAN SCHOOL
866-260-7221.

High school correspondence pro-
gram.

AUDIO MEMORY
501 CIiff Drive
Newport Beach, CA 92663
(800) 365-SING

www.audiomemory.com

Resources, Rusownces, Ruowncts. ..

BLUEPRINT EDUCATION
1717 W. Northern Ave Suite 104
Phoenix, AZ 85021

623-748-4029
WWW, i tion
BOB JONES UNIVERSITY PRESS

Department E-22, Greenville, SC
29614. 1-B00-845-5731. Christian
curriculum. Textbooks and teachers
manuals. K-12.

www.bjupresshomeschool.com

BRIDGESTONE ON-LINE ACADEMY
300 N. McKemy Avenue, Chandler,
AZ 85226-2618. 1-800-682-7396.
Computer based education using
Switched-On Schoolhouse multi-
media curriculum. E-mail: bola@
switched-onschoolhouse.com Web-
site: www.switched-onschoolhouse.
com/bola

CADRON CREEK CHRISTIAN CUR-
RICULUM
4329 Pinow Altos Road Silver City,
NM 88061
www.cadroncreek.com

CALVERT SCHOOL
105 Tuscany Road, Baltimore, MD
21210. (410)243-6030 (Extension:
3308) or (4410)366-0674 (FAX).
Full curriculum. K-8.

www.calvertschool.org

CHRISTIAN LIBERTY ACADEMY
502 West Euclid Avenue, Arlington
Heights, IL 60004. 1-800-832-2741.
(708)259-8736. Full curriculum.
K-12.

istianll e

CHRISTIAN LIGHT EDUCATION
1066 Chicago Avenue (P.O. Box
1126), Harrisonburg, VA 22801-
1126. (703)434-0750. Full curricu-
lum. Mennonite-approved books.

Science equipment. www.clp.org

CHRISTIAN SCHOOLS INTERNA-
TIONAL
3350 East Paris Avenue., S.E.,
Grand Rapids, M| 49512. 1-800-
635-8288. Christian textbooks.
K-12.
www.clp.org

CLONLARA SCHOOL HOME

BASED EDUCATION PROGRAM
1289 Jewett, Ann Arbor, M1 48104.
Eclectic curriculum.

www.clonlara.org

CORNERSTONE CURRICULUM

PROJECT
David Quine, 2006 Flat Creek
Place, Richardson, TX 75080,
(214)235-5149. Hands-on math
and science. Music and art appre-
ciation. K-6.
www.cornerstonecurriculum.com

CROWN COLLEGE
8700 College View Dr
St. Bonifacios, MN 55375
952-446-4100
www.crown.edu

EHARVEY
Getting your homeschooled child
into a top university - online courses
914-232-3161

www.eharvey.org

FOUNDATION FOR AMERICAN
CHRISTIAN EDUCATION
PO Box 9588
Chesapeake, VA 23321. 1-800-
352-3223. A complete classical and
biblical curriculum.
Website: www.face.net

GOOD SCIENCE
Education for the Real World, P.O.
Box 177, New Home, TX 79383.
(806)799-0804. Discovery science
modules. K-12.

GREEK & STUFF
P.O. Box 882, Moline, IL 61266-
0882. (309)796-2707. Fax: 796-

2706. www.greeknstuff.com
Used Curriculum

GRIGGS UNIVERSITY
12501 Ole Columbia Pike
Silver Springs, MD 20904
301-680-5170
www.griggs.edu

HEART OF DAKOTA PUBLISHING
Christ centered leamning from our
heart to yours
www.heartofdakota.com

HEIRS ONLINE
1-979-695-2665

Educational and instructional re-
source services

HOME ED SHOPPER
Site that helps find the right cur-
riculum
www.homeedexpert.com
www.homeedshopper.com

HOME STUDY INTERNATIONAL
P.O. Box 4437, Silver Springs, MD
20904-0437. (301)680-6570. Full
curriculum. K-12.

HOME SCIENCE TOOLS
665 Carbon Street
Billings, MT 59102
www.homesciencetools.com
Catalog of homeschooling supplies

INSIGHT TECHNICAL EDUCATION
Topics for a technical world
877-640-2256
WWW.insi
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KEYSTONE NATIONAL HIGH-
SCHooOL

KC Distant Learning

420 W. 5th Street, Bloomsburg, PA

17815

www.keystonehighschool.com
KING'S COLLEGE

1-888-969-7200

www.tke.edu

KNOWLEDGE HEADQUARTERS
6713 N. Oliphant Ave
Chicago, IL 60631
Website: www.e-tutor.com

LANDRY ACADEMY
Christ centered live online classes

www.landryacademy.com

LEARNABLES FOREIGN LAN-
GUAGE COURSES
12220 Blue Ridge Blvd, Ste G
Grandview, MO 64030
816-765-8855
Foreign Language Courses

MATH-U-SEE
706-937-5556
A manipulative-based, K-12 math-
ematics curriculum.

MEMORIA PRESS
Classical christina education for all
ages
877-862-1097
www.memoriapress.com

MERRIAM WEBSTER
Age appropriate school references

www.wordcentral.com

MPSEOC
www.montanacolleges.org

NO GREATER JOY MINISTRIES
1000 Pearl Road,
Pleasantville, TN 37033

www.nogreaterjoy.org

Resounces, Resownces, Resownces. ..

OAK MEADOW SCHOOL
(802)251-7250. Full-service cur-
riculum supplier. K-12.

www.oakmeadow.com

ONLINE READING TEACHER
Intrepid Group, Inc
1331 Red Cedar Circle
Fort Collins, CO 80524
415-391-8579
Pecci beginning reading series

www.onlinereadingteacher.com

PARADIGM ACCELERATED CUR-
RICULUM

PO Box 810

Zephyr, TX 76890

325-649-0976

www. pacworks.com

POWER-GLIDE
1682 W. 820 N
Provo, UT 84601-1308

www.power-glide.com

QUEEN HOME SCHOOL
Charlotte Mason style language arts
for all ages
1-888-695-2777

www.queenhomeschool.com

QUARTER MILE MATH
Bamum Software
1910 Lyon Avenue
Belmont, CA 94002

www.thequartermile.com

ROD AND STAFF PUBLISHERS
PO Box 3, Crockett, KY 41413,
(606)522-4248. Christian school-
books. www.rodandstaffbooks.com

ROSETTA STONE
Language leamning products.
877-368-2434 www.rosettastone.
com

SAXON MATH
1-800-289-4490. Systematic
mastery math textbooks, tests, daily
lessons, and solutions manuals.
K-12+.
www.saxonpublishers.hmhco.com
SCHOLARS ONLINE
Classical christian education for the
college bound student

www.scholarsonline.org

SCHOOL OF TOMORROW
P.O. Box 299000, Lewisville, TX
75029-9000. 1-800-925-7777.
Complete A.C.E. curriculum.

www.schooloftomorrow.com

SETON HOME STUDY SCHOOL
1350 Progress Drive Front Royal,
VA 22630. 540-636-9990. Catholic
home school program.

SONLIGHT
Inspire love of learning and promote
family closeness.

www.sonlight.com

SHURLEY ENGLISH
Better English from noun up
1-800-566-2966
www.shurley.com

SYCAMORE TREE
2179 Meyer Place, Costa Mesa, CA
92627. 800-779-6750. Full-service
curriculum provider. K-12.

www.sycamoretree.com

TEEN DRIVE AMERICA
5000 Katy Mills Circle #453
Katy, TX 77494
I - ;
THE RIGGS INSTITUTE
21106 479th Avenue, White, SD
57276 605-693-4454
Writing Road to Reading, Phonics
-l

TIME 4 LEARNING
6300 NE 1st Ave Suite 203 Ft Lau-
derdale, FL 33334

www.timedlearning.com

TIMBERDOODLE
1510 E. Spencer Lake Road
Shelton, WA 98584
800-478-0672
www.timberdoodle.com

WEAVER CURRICULUM
Integrated curriculum. K-6.

www.aophomeschooling.com
WRITE GUIDE

Writing program on the web

WRITE SHOP
5753 Klusman Ave
Alta Loma, CA 91737

www.writeshop.com

Publications

APOLOGETICS PRESS
230 Landmark Drive
Montgomery, AL 36117
334-272-8558

www.apologeticspress.org

ART EXTENSION PRESS
www.artextensionpress.com

BALL STICK BIRD PUBLICATIONS
PO Box 429
Williamstown, MA 01267

www.ballstickbird.com

BEALLS’ LEARNING GAMES
866-657-1180

www.beallsleaminggames.com
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BEAUTIFUL FEET BOOKS
www.bfbooks.com

BUDGETEXT HOME EDUCATION
PO Box 1487
Fayetteville, AR 72702
888-451-2006

www.budgetext.com

CHRISTIAN BOOK DISTRIBUTORS
Box 6000, Peabody, MA 01961-
6000. (508)977-4500. Catalog.
Discount Christian books.

COBBLESTONE PUBLISHING
1-800-821-0115
Content reading at its best!
Nonfiction social studies and
science magazines for young
readers ages 7-15

www.cobblestonepub.com

CHRISTIAN LIBERTY PRESS
502 W. Euclid Avenue
Arlington Heights, IL 60004

www.christianlibertypress.com

CHRISTIAN LIGHT EDUCATION
PO Box 1212-N3
Harrisonburg, VA 22801

www.clpcle.com

COBBLESTONE PUBLISHING
30 Grove Street, Suite C
Peterborough, NH 03458

www.cobblestonepub.com

CONSERVATIVE BOOK CLUB
33 Oakland Avenue
Harrison, NY 10528-9947

www.conservativebookclub.com

HOMESCHOOLING TODAY
P.O. Box 436 Barker, TX 77413

www.homeschoolingtoday.com

HOME SCHOOL DIGEST
Dept HSMT, P.O. Box 374
Covert, Ml 49043

www.HomeSchoolDigest.com

And Evesn More Resounces

HOME SCHOOL LEGAL DEFENSE
ASSOCIATION
P.O. Box 3000, Purcellville, VA
20134. (540)338-5600. Website:
www.hslda.org

MANTLE MINISTRIES

140 Grand Oak Drive, San Anto-
nio, TX 78232. (512)490-BEAR.
Richard “Little Bear” Wheeler's free
catalog. www.mantleministries.
com

MEMORIA PRESS
4603 Poplar Level Road
Louisville, KY 40213
502-966-9115

WWw.memorapress.com

NATIONAL HOME EDUCATION RE-
SEARCH INSTITUTE
P.O. Box 13939, Salem, OR 97309.
(503)364-1490. Fax: (503)364-
2827. www.nheri.org

NO GREATER JOY
1000 Pearl Road
Pleasantville, TN 37147

www.nogreaterjoy.org

PRACTICAL HOME SCHOOLING
PO Box 1190
Fenton, MO 63026
(636)225-6221 Home school
Magazine edited by Mary Pride.
www.home-school.com

PROGENY PRESS
200 Spring Street, Suite A
Eau Claire, WI 54703
WWw.progenypress.com

Teing

AMERICAN COLLEGE TESTING
PROGRAM (ACT)

www.actstudent.org

BOB JONES UNIVERSITY PRESS
Testing & Evaluation Service,
Greenville, SC 29614-0062. 1-800-
845-5731. lowa Test of Basic

Skills. www.bju.edu

Mise

BIG SKY BIBLE CAMP
501 McCaffery Road
Bigfork, MT 59911
406-837-4864

www.bigskybiblecamp.org

CAMP BIGHORN
321 Hwy 135 South
Plains, MT 59859
Summer homeschool outdoor
camps and trips

www.campbighorn.com

CLARK CANYON BIBLE CAMP
250 Camp Trail
Dillon, MT 59725

www.clarkcanyonbiblecamp.org
GEORGE FOX UNIVERSITY

414 N. Meridan

Newberg, OR 97132

503-538-8383

www.georgefox.edu

FAMILY LEARNING SERVICES
Leaming enrichment programs.
ADD/ADHD - Dyslexia - PDD PSAT/
SAT preparation
PO Box 9, Junction City, OR 97448
541-998-5735

cnlivigain .

MONTANA BIBLE COLLEGE
3625 S. 19th Avenue
Bozeman, MT 59718

www.montanabiblecollege.edu

Special Needs

549 25th Street

Ogden, UT 84401

801-621-8606

Since 1979 have been dedicated to
helping children with special needs.
www.nacd.org

NATHHAN (NATional cHallenged
Homeschoolers Associated Net-
work)

208-267-6246

www.nathhan.com

For more information on
homeschooling in Mon-
tana, check out the web
site of the Montana Coali-
tion of Home Educators:

www.mtche.org
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