
Blaine County Superintendent of Schools
e;:v:,Fffi.

\ '.- !i/
Blaine County Courthouse
420 Ohio Street
PO Box 819
Ch inook, MT 59523

Dear Home School Parent,

You have made an important decision and a strong commitment to your child (children). Montana law (M.C.A. 20-
5-109), allowing for compulsory school enrollment exemption, accommodates this family choice.

Your commitment to your child (children) includes an "organized course of study" as required by law (M,C.A. 2O-5-
109). You, as the provider of your child's education, are responsible for determining/obtaining the curriculum to be
used. A list of resources can be found in this packet.

Also enclosed in this packet you will find a home school notification form which needs to be updated and returned
to this office on an annual basis for as long as you continue to home school. Please do so by September 15th of
each year. This document serves as verification that your child is attending school, therefore not being labeled as

'truant'. lt also serves as documentation for (re)entrance into public school, admittance to colleges, universities or
military.

For your convenience I am also sending an attendance form. At the end of each semester, please send a copy of
this attendance record to be kept in your child's permanent record file here in the county superintendent's office
Per MCA 20-5-109, home school attendance must be documented.

The Montana Coalition of Home Education, www.mtche.org, is a great resource for home educators. The Hi-Line
Home Educators support group is also willing to answer any questions and provide information; they serve Hill and
Blaine counties. Contact Kent and Lois Gilge,262-9755; or Doug and Betty Boyce,265-6957,
dougandbettyboyce@msn.com.

Thank you and have a good school year.

Respectfully,

Valerie M. White
Blaine County Superintendent of Schools

Valerie M. White
Phone (406) 357 -3270

Fax (405) 357 -2799
vwhite@blainecountv-mt.sov



BLAINE COUNIT'Y SIIPERINIIENDENIT' OF' SCHOOLS
Blaine County Courthouse
420 Ohio Street
P.O. Box 819
Chinook, MT 59523

Valerie White
Phone (406)357-3270

Fax357-2199
vwhite@blainecounty-mt. eov

School Year:

Date

Last public school attended

HOME SCHOOL NOTIFICATION

Date of Birth

School District of Residence:

Student's Name Age Grade Level

PARENT OR GUARDIAN (print or type) SIGNATURE OF PARENT/GUARDIAN

Physical Address City State Zip

Mailing Address (ifdifferent than physical address) State zip

Phone:

Email Address

Notification of your intention to home school your child(ren) will ensure compliance with MCA 20-5-109(S).

As a home school, you are eligible to participate in any federal education programs that are offered bv the school in the district in
which you live. Please mark if you are interested in receiving a participation form in the spring.

Title I Improving the Academic Achievement of the Disadvantaged
Title IIA Teacher Training and Recruitment
Title III English Language Acquisition for Limited English Proficient and Immigrant Students
Title IVB 21't Century Community Learning Centers

I wish to receive a participation form in the spring.

I do not wish to receive a participation form in the spring.

City



ATTENDANCE RECORD

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 I 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 26 27 28 29 30 31 Month
Total

Aug
Sept.
Oct.
Nov
Dec.
Jan
Feb.
March
April
May
June
July
Yearly
Total

School Year:

Student's Name

Address:

Grade

ln accotdance with 2G5.r09 t CA, allnonpublic schools must provide the following minimum agg.egate hours per year:
360 hou6 tor a part-time kindergaften program

or720 hours for a full-time kindergarten program
720 hours frcrgrades 1-3
1080 hours for grades 4-12

Plaase mall io the County Supedntendent bafore Janusry 3l for tho l.t Semegtgr OR July 3td forthg 2nd Semester

Blalng County Suporintendent of Schools
P.O. Box 819
Chlnook, MT 50523

s.hools, slull no ry the countv sup€rid.nddt ofschools of6c county in which the hom. sch;or is locded in eacr sch""r r*"ry""i 
"1-,r'. "i"a*r, "i,.ii*"" "r 

u," *r,""r.



Elsie Amtzen, Superintendent OFFICE OF PUELIC INSTRUCTION
STAIE OF MONTANA

Putting Montana Students rirst [+

ln'sEt Tolllra: rraBl3l3393

Home School Informational Packet

Introduction, The Office ofPublic Instruction receives dozens ofcalls each year from people
with questions about home schooling. Many ofthose calling request that OPI provide a

sunmary of Montana law pertaining to home schooling. This document outlines key statutes re:

private/nonpublic schools in Montana. Attached to this document is the full text of statutes and
administrative rules that may be of interest to those with questions about home schooling. The
statutes discussed below may also be found in the 2017 Montana Code Annotated and have been

in effect for many years. This packet of ir:formation is not provided as a complete analysis ofthe
issue nor is it intended as legal advice.

Compulsorv Enrollment and Exceptions. Montana law states: "Except as provided in [Mont.
Code Ann. $20-5-102(2)1, any paxent, guardian, or other person who is responsible for the care

ofany child who is 7 years ofage or older prior to the first day ofschool in any school fiscal
year shall cause the child to be instructed in the program prescribed by the board ofpublic
education pursuant to 20-7-111until the later ofthe following dates: (a) the child's 16th

birthday; (b) the date of completion ofthe work of the 8th grade " Mont. Code Am. Q2Oll
102( 1).

Home School Excep tion to Comoulsorv Enrollment. In Mont. Code Ann. $20-5-102(2),
Montana law provides that a "parent, guardian, or other person shall enroll the child in the school
assigned by the trustees ofthe district within the first week ofthe school term or when he

establishes residence in the district unless the child is; + * * (e) enrolled in a nonpublic or home
school that complies with the provisions of20-5-109. For the purposes of this subsection (e), a
home school is the instruction by a parent ofhis child, stepchild, or ward in his residence and a

nonpublic school includes a parochial, church, religious, or private school. " Mont-Cp<le .t\qr
20-5-t02(2)

Home School Requirements Section 20-5-109 Mont. Code Ann. states: "To qualifr its
students for exemption fiom compulsory enrollment under 20-5-t02 a nonpublic or home
school:

(1) shall maintain records on pupil attendance and disease immunization and make the
records available to the county superintendent of schools on request;

(2) shall provide at least the minimum aggregate hours ofpupil instruction in accordance

with 20- 1-301 and 20-l-302;
(3) must be housed in a building that complies with applicable local health and safety

regulations;
(4) shall provide an organized course of study that includes instruction in the subjects

\

1

Updated October 2020



required ofpublic schools as a basic instructional program pursuant to 20-7- I I I ; and

(5) in the case of home schools, shall notifr the county superintendent ofschools ofthe
county in which the home school is located in each school fiscal year ofthe student's attendance
at the school."

Home School and lndividuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA)

ln Montana, homeschooled students that are registered with the county superintendent of schools are considered
parentally placed private school students. These students must be treated the same as other parentally placed private
school students under the IDEA. No parentally placed private school student with a disability has an individual right to
receive some or all of the special education and related services that the student would receive if fu lly enrolled in a

public school.34 CFR 300.137. Additional information on the IDEA and private school students can be found in OPI's

Special Education in Montana guide.

The following information rs attached:

Addresses ofhome schooling associations that may assist you:

Association of Nonpublic Schools of Montana
P O Box 1708
Helena, MT 59624

The Grapevine
P O Box 3228
Missoula, MT 59806

For additional copies ofthe home school packet, contact Andy Boehm, Data Specialist at
406-444-037s.

2

Responsibilities and Rishts of Parent Who Provides Home School and Rishts of Child in
Home School. Section 20-5-111, Mont. Code. Ann., states that "[s]ubject to the provisions of
20-5- I 09, a parent has the authority to instruct his child, stepchild, or ward in a home school and
is solely responsible for:

(1) the educational philosophy ofthe home school;
(2) the selection ofinstructional materials, curriculum, and textbooks;
(3) the time, place, and method of instruction; and
(4) the evaluation of the home school instruction." Mont. Codc Am. $ 20-5-l I l.

. Montana statutes relating to home schooling

. Montana School Accreditation Standards that identifu basic education programs for
elementary, middle grades, and high school, including graduation.

Montana Coalition of Home Educators
POBox43
Gallatin Gateway, MT 59730
Web Site:
httos ://www.mtche. ors/

updated october 2020



MONTANA CODE ANNOTATED - 2017

20-l -301. School fiscal year. (l) The school fiscal year begins on July 1 and ends on
June 30. At least the minimum aggregate hours defined in subsection (2) must be conducted
during each school fiscal year, except that 1,050 aggegate hours ofpupil inskuction for
graduating seniors may be sufficient or a minimum of360 aggregate hours ofpupil instruction
must be conducted for a kindergarten progflrm, as provided in 20-7- I I 7.

(2) The minimum aggegate hours required by grade are:
(a) 360 houn for a half+ime kindergarten program or 720 hours for a full-time

kindergarten program, as provide d n 20-7 -1 17 ;
(b) 720 hours for grades 1 through 3; and
(c) 1,080 hours for grades 4 through 12.

(3) For any elementary or high school district that fails to provide for at least the
minimum aggregate hours, as listed in subsections (1) and (2), the superintendent ofpublic
instruction shall reduce the direct state aid for the district for that school year by two timesan
howly rate, as calculated by the offrce ofpublic instruction, for the aggegate hoursmissed.

20-l-302. School term. day. and week. (l) Subject to 20-l-301. 20-l-308, and any
applicable collective bargaining agreement covering the employment of affected employees, the
trustees ofa school district shall set the number ofdays in a school term, the length ofthe school
day, and the number ofschool days in a school wsek and report them to the superintendent of
public instruction.

(2) When proposing to adopt changes to a previously adopted school term, school week,
or school day, the trustees shall:

(a) negotiate the changes with the recognized collective bargaining unit representingthe
employees affected by the changes;

(b) solicit input from the employees affected by the changes but not represented by a
collective bargaining agreement; and

(c) solicit input from the people who live within the boundaries ofthe school district.
20-5-102. Compulsory enrollment and excuses (1) Except as provided in subsection (2), any

parent, guardian, or other person who is responsible for the care of any child who is 7 years of
age or older prior to the first day of school in any school fiscal year shall cause the child to be
instmcted in the program prescribed by the board of public education pursuant to 20-7- l I I until
the later of the following dates:

(a) the child's l6th birthday; or
(b) the date of completion ofthe work ofthe 8th grade.
(2) A parent, guardian, or other person shall enroll the child in the school assigned by the
trustees ofthe district within the first week of the school terrn or when the parent, guardian, or
person establishes residence in the district unless the child is:
(a) enrolled in a school of another district or state under any ofthe tuition provisions ofthis
title;
(b) provided with supervised correspondence study or supervised home study under the
transportati on provisions ofthis title;
(c) excused from compulsory school attendance upon a determination by a district judge that
attendance is not in the bcst interest ofthe child;
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(d) excused by the board of trustees upon a determination that attendance by a child who has
attained the age of 16 is not in the best interest of the child and the school; or
(e) enrolled in a nonpublic or home school that complies with the provisions of 20-5-109.
For the pwposes of this subsection (2)(e), a home school is the instruction by a parent of the
parent's child, stepchild, or ward in the parent's residence and a nonpublic school includes a
parochial, church, religious, or private school.

20-5-103. Compulsorv attendance and excuscs. (l) Except as provided in subsection (2),
any parent, guardian, or other person who is responsible for the care of any child who is 7 years
of age or older prior to the first day of school in any school fiscal year shall cause the child to
attend the school in which he is enrolled for the school term and each school day therein
prescribed by the trustees of the district until the later of the following dates:

(a) the child's 16th birthday;
(b) the date of completion of the work of the 8th grade.
(2) The provisions of subsection (1) do not apply in the following cases:
(a) The child has been excused under one of the conditions specified in20-5-102.
(b) The child is absent because of illness, bereavement, or other reason prescribed by the

policies of the trustees.
(c) The child has been suspended or expelled under the provisions of 20-5-202.

20-5-109. Nonpublic school requirements for compulsory enrollment exemption. To
qualiff its students for exemption from compulsory enrollment under 20-5 -1 a nonpublic or
home school:

(1) shall maintain records on pupil attendance and disease immunization and make the
records available to the county superintendent ofschools on request;

(2) shall provide at least the minimum aggregate hours of pupil instruction in accordance
with 20-l -301 and 20-l-302;

(3) must be housed in a building that complies with applicable local health and safety
regulations;

(4) shall provide an organized course of study that includes instruction in the subjects
required ofpublic schools as a basic instructional program pursuant to20-7-l7l and

(5) in the case of home schools, shall notiff the county superintendent of schools of the
county in which the home school is located in each school fiscal year of the student's attendance
at the school.

20-5-110. School district assessment for placement of a child who enrolls from a nonascredited.
nonpublic school. The trustees of a school district shall:

(1) adopt a district policy on assessment for placement of any child who enrolls in a
school of the district and whose previous place of instruction was a nonpublic school that is not
accredited;

(2) include in the adopted policy the following provisions:

4
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(a) the specific assessment for placement to be administered to any child subject to the
provisions of subsection (1);

(b) a procedure for grade and program placement of the child based on results of the
assessment for placement, including considerations for the age and identified abilities of the
child; and

(c) a hearing process before the board of trustees of the district if the parent or guardian
of a child is not in agreement with the placement of the child and requests a hearing before the
board; and

(3) administer the adopted policy required in subsection (1) in a uniform and fair
manner.

20-5-1 I 1. Responsibilities and rights of parent who provides home school -- riehts of
child in home school. Subject to the provisions of 20-5-109, a parent has the authority to
instruct his child, stepchild, or ward in a home school and is solely responsible for:

(1) the educational philosophy of the home school;
(2) the selection of instructional materials, curriculum, and textbooks; and
(3) the time, place, and method of instruction; and
(4) the evaluation of the home school instruction.

20-7-1 I 1. Instruction in public schools. The board of public education shall define and
speciff the basic instructional program for pupils in public schools, and such program shall be
set forth in the standards of accreditation. Other instruction may be given when approved by the
board oftrustees.
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Administrative Rules of Montana Chapter 55- Standards of Accreditation
Sub-Chapter 9- Academic Requirements

1 0.55.90 1 BASIC EDUCATION PROGRAM: ELEMENTARY
(1) An elementary school shall have an education program aligned to the program area standards
that enables students to meet the content standards and content-specific grade-level leaming
progressions.
History: 20-2-114, MCA; II[ylP,20-2-721,20-3-706,20-7-101, MCA;NEW, 1989 MAR p.342,
Eff.7lll89; AMD, 1998 MAR p.2707, Eff. 10/9/98; AMD,2000 MARp.3340, Eff.
l2l8/00; AMD, 2012 MAR p. 2042, Eft. 7 I l/ 13.

10.55.902 BASIC EDUCATION PROGRAM: MIDDLE GRADES
(1) A school with middle grades must have an education program aligned to the program area
standards that enables all students to meet the content standards and content-specific grade-level
learning progressions.
(2) The Board of Public Education, upon recommendation of the Superintendent of Public
Instruction, may approve a7 and 8 grade program that must follow either the middle school
philosophy and components described in (3) or the departmentalizedphilosophy and components
described in (a).
(3) The Board of Public Education, upon recommendation of the Superintendent of Public
Instruction, may approve a middle school program that:
(a) addresses the unique nature of middle-grade children by focusing on their intellectual, social,
emotional, and physical development. To put such philosophy into practice, a middle school
must have flexibility to:
(i) approach instruction, scheduling, and teaching in a variety of ways;
(ii) undertake interdisciplinary work; and
(iii) plan blocks of coursework deriving from the intellectual, social, emotional, and physical
needs of middle school students.
(b) incorporates critical and creative thinking, career awareness, lifelong learning, and safety;
(c) incorporates instruction in reading literacy and writing literacy into all required and elective
program areas as required in the Montana Common Core Standards, ARM Title 10, chapter 53;
(d) includes, at a minimum, the following program areas, required of all students yearly:
(i) English language arts;
(ii) mathematics;
(iii) physical and life sciences;
(iv) social studies; and
(v) health enhancement.
(e) at a minimum maintains the following required program areasl
(i) visual arts including, but not limited to art history, art criticism, aesthetic perception, and
production;
(ii) music including, but not limited to general, instrumental, and vocal (emphasizing
comprehensive music elements, music history, criticism, aesthetic perception, and musical
production);
(iii) career and technical education courses or pathways such as agriculture, business education,
family and consumer sciences, health occupations and industrial technology education; and
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10.ss.903 BASIC PR RAM: OR HIGH AND GRADES 7 AND 8

BUDGETED AT HIGH SCHOOL RATES TREPEALED)
Scc the Transfer and R Tablc

History: Sec. 20-2-114, MCA; IMP, Sec.20-2-121,20-3-106, 20-7-101. MCA; NEW, 1989

MAR p. 342, Eff. 7/1/89; AMD, 1998 MAR p. 2707,Eff . 10/9/98; REP, 2000 MAR p. 3340, Eff.
t218100.

10.ss.904 BASIC EDUCATION PROGRAM OFFERINGS: HIGH SCHOOL
(1) The basic education program, aligned to the program area standards, for grades 9 through

12 shall be at least 20 units of coursework that enable all students to meet the content standards

and content-specifi c grade-level leaming progressions.
(2) Instruction in reading literacy and writing literacy shall be incorporated into all required

and elective program areas as required in the Montana Common Core Standards, ARM Title 10,

chapter 53.
(3) Minimum offerings shall include at least the following:
(a) 4 units of English language arts;
(b) 3 units of mathematics;
(c) 3 units of science;
(d) 3 units ofsocial studies;

7
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(iv) world languages.
(f) offers as electives to all students exploratory courses such as creative writing, dance, drama,
financial education, photography, and leadership.
(4) Ajunior high (grades 7-9) or 7-8 school must offer an educational program, aligned to the
program area standards, that enables all students to meet the content standards and content-
specifi c grade-level progressions.
(a) Instruction in reading literacy and writing literacy shall be incorporated into all required and
elective program areas as required in the Montana Common Core Standards, ARM Title 10,

chapter 53.
(b) All students shall complete the following program areas each year:
(i) English language arts- 1 udt;
(ii) social studies- 1 unit;
(iii) mathematics- 1 unit;
(iv) science-l unit; and
(v) health enhancement- 1/2 rurit.
(c) All students must be allowed to elect from the following program area offerings:
(i) visual arts- l/2 unit;
(ii) music- 1/2 unit;
(iii) career and technical education-l/2 unit; and
(iv) world languages and cultures- I /2 unit.
(d) A unit is defined as the equivalent ofat least 8100 minutes for one school year.
(e) Time to pass between classes may be counted toward the standard school day but shall not be

counted toward class time.
History: 20-2-l14, MCA; IMP, 20-2-121.20-3-106,20-l-101, MCA; NEW, 1989 MARp. 342,
Eff. 7/1/89; AMD. 1998 MAR p. 2707,Bff. 10/9/98; AMD,2000 MAR p. 3340, Eff.
1218/00; AMD, 2012 MAR p. 2O42,Eft.7/1/13.



(e) 2 units of career and technical education;
(f) 2 units ofarts;
(g) I unit ofhealth enhancement;
(h) 2 units ofworld languages; and
(i) 2 units ofelectives.
History: 20-2-l 14, MCA; IMP, 20-2-121 20-3-l06,20J_).9!, MCA; NEW, 1989 MARp.

342,8ff.7/l/89; AMD,1998 MAR p. 2707,Eff. 10/9i98; AMD, 2000 MAR p. 3340, Eff.
1218/00; AMD, 2012 MAR p. 2042,8ff .711113.

I0.55.905 GRADUA TION REOUIREMENTS
(l) As a minimum, a school district's requirements for graduation shall include a total of 20

units of study that enable all students to meet the content standards and content-specific grade-
level leaming progressions.

(2) In order to meet the content and perfonnance standards, the following 13 units shall be
part of the 20 units requted for all students to graduate:

(a) 4 units of English language arts;
(b) 2 units of mathematics;
(c) 2 units of social studies;
(d) 2 units ofscience;
(e) 1 unit ofhealth enhancement, with 1/2 unit each year for two years;
(f) I unit ofarts; and
(g) I unit ofcareer and technical education.
(3) Units of credit earned in any Montana high school accredited by the Board ofpublic

Education shall be accepted by all Montana high schools.
(4) kr accordance with the policies ofthe local board oftrustees, students may be gaduated

from high school with less than four years enrollment.
History: 20-2-114, MCA; IMP, 20-2-121 ,20-3-106, 20-7 -t0r MCA; NEW, 1989 MAR p.

342,Bff.711189; ANID,1998 MAR p. 2707,Eff.10/9/98; AMD, 2000 MAR p. 3340, Eff.
1218/00; AMD, 20 1 2 MAR p. 2042, Eff . 7 1 1 / 13

10.ss.906 HIGH SCHOOL CREDIT
(1) A high school shall require a minimum of20 units ofcredit for graduation, including

ninth grade units.
(a) A unit ofcredit is defined as the equivalent ofat least 8100 minutes for one year.
(b) Passage of time between classes may be counted toward the standard school day but shall

not be counted toward class time.
(2) A student who is unable to attend class for the required amount of time may be given

fiactional credit for partial completion ofa course, with tlte local board of trustees' permission.
(3) The local board of tmstees may waive specific course requirements based on individual

student needs and performance levels. Waiver requests shall also be considered with respect to
age, maturity, interest, and aspirations ofthe students and shalt be in consultation with the
parents or guardians.

(4) With the permission ofthe local board oftrustees, a student may be given credit for a
course satisfactorily completed in a period of time shorter or longer than normally required and,
provided that the course meets the district's curriculum and assessment requirements, which are
aligned with the content standards stated in the education program. Examples ofacceptable
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course work include those delivered through correspondence, extension, and distance leaming
courses, adult education, summer school, work study, specially designed courses, and challenges
to current courses. Acceptable programs must be consistent with the local board oftrustees'
policy.

(a) Montana high schools shall accept such units of credit taken with the approval ofthe
accredited Montana high school in which the student was then enrolled and which appear on the
student's official high school transcript as defined in ARM 10.55.91l.

History: 20-2-tt4 MCA; IMP, 20-2-tzl 20-3-106 20-7-101 MCA; NEW, 1989 MARp.
342, Eff . 7 /l/89; AMD, 1998 MAR p. 2707 ,Eff. l0/9/98; AMD, 2000 MAR p. 3340, Eff.
1218/00; AMD,2012 MAR p. 2042,Eff.7llll3; xao,2013 MAR p. 96l,Eff.617/13.

10.55.907 D TAN NLINE AND Y.DELIVERED LEARNIN
(1) This rule establishes requirements for distance, online, and technology-delivered leaming

programs and/or courses that fulfill elementary or middle grades basic education programs
and/or high school graduation requirements.

(2) School districts may receive and/or provide distance, online, and technology-delivered
leaming programs.

(a) School districts receiving distance, online, and technology-delivered learning programs to
supplement instruction may utilize distance, online, and technology-delivered leaming as they
would other supplementary resowces without restriction.

(b) Distance, online, and technology-delivered learning programs and/or courses shall at a
minimum be aligned with state content standfids and content-specific gradeJevel learning
progressions.

(c) Ar:nually, by the first Monday in June, a school district shall provide a report to the
Superintendent ofPublic Instruction documenting all distance, online and technology-delivered
courses, student enrollments, and the digital content providers.

(3) Except as provided in (3)(a), teachers ofdistance, online, and technology-delivered
leaming programs shall be licensed and endorsed in Montana or elsewhere in the area of
instruction taught with such license granted as a result ofthe completion ofan accredited
professional educator preparation program as defined in ARM 10.57.102(3). School districts
receiving distance, online, and technology-delivered learning programs described in this rule
shall have a distance learning facilitator for each course and available to the students.

(a) When a teacher ofdistance, online, and technology-delivered leaming programs and/or
courses does not possess the qualifications specified in (3), the facilitator must be licensed and
endorsed in Montana or elsewhere in the area of instruction facilitated with such license granted
as a result ofthe completion ofan accredited professional educator preparation program as

defined in ARM I 0.57. 102(3).
(b) When a teacher ofdistance, online, and technology-delivered leaming programs is

qualified as provided in (3), the receiving school district's facilitator shall be a licensed teacher or
a para-educator.

(c) School districts receiving distance, online, and technology-delivered learning programs
and./or courses must provide qualified facilitators for synckonous delivery to students in schools
accredited by the Montana Board ofPublic Education, requiring physical presence ofa
facilitator, and for asynchronous delivery, requiring facilitators be available to students.

(d) The school district must ensure that the distance, online, and technology-delivered
leaming facilitators receive in-service training on technology-delivered instruction.

9
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(4) Montana school districts providing distance, online and technology-delivered leaming
shall comply with the teacher load requirements of ARM I 0.55.71 3 (3).

(5) Digital content providers serving Montana schools accredited by the Board ofPublic
Education shall:

(a) annually, by the first Monday in August, register with the Office ofPublic lnsftuction;
(b) annually, by the first Monday in June, identiff the Montana school districts served in the

current school year by the digital content provider, including the courses and student emolhnents
for each school district served; and

(c) document the professional qualifications, including Montana teacher licensure and

endorsement, of their teachers of distance, online, and technology-delivered programs and/or
courses by providing names and credentials ofother licensing entities, when not licensed and

endorsed in Montana.
History: 20-2-1 14, MCA; IMP, 20-2-121, 20-3-106 20-7 -101 MCA; NEW, 1989MARp.

342,8ff.711189; AMD,1995 MAR p. 626,8ff.4128195; AMD,1998 MAR p. 2707,Bff.
10/9i98; AMD, 2000 MAR p. 3340, Eff. 1218/00; AMO, 2004 MAR p. 719,Eft. 4/9/04; AtttO,
2007 MAR p. 692,Eff. 5125107;' ANID,2008 MAR p. 2048,Eff.9126108; AMD,2012 MAR p.

2042,Eff.7/v13.

Updated October 2020

I 0.55.908 SCHOOL FACILITIES
(1) School facilities shall be consffucted, maintained, and supervised in accordance with all

applicable local, state, and federal codes, regulations, and laws.
(2) School facilities shall be of sulficient size and arrangement to meet all programs'

educational goals.
(3) The local board oftrustees shall provide for educational facilities which are flrnctional

and safe for the conduct ofthe educational and extracurricular activities of students, and which
will meet federal accessibility standards.

(4) The school shall provide the necessary equipment for first aid.
(5) When the local board of trustees considers major remodeling or building a facility, it shall

seek facility expertise in all affected program areas as well as comments from faculty, students,
and community.

(6) The local board oftrustees shall have a written policy that defines the use ofschool
facilities and resources.

History: 20-2-i 14, MCA; IMP, 20-2-121, MCA; NEW, 1989 MAR p. 342,Eff.
7/1/89; AMD & TRANS from 10.55.2001, 2000 MAR p. 3340, Eff. 1218/00; AMD, 2012 MAR
p.2042,Etr.7 /t/t3.

10.55.909 STUDENT RECORDS
(l) Each school shall keep, in secure sto(age, a permanent file of students' records, that shall

include:
(a) the name and address of the student;
(b) his/her parent or guardian;
(c) birth date;
(d) academic work completed;
(e) level of achievement (grades, standardized achievement tests);
(f) immunization records as per 20-5-406, MCA;
(g) attendance data; and
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(h) the statewide student identifier assigned by the Office ofPublic Instruction.
(2) The local board oftrustees shall establish policies and procedures for the use and transfer

of student records that are in compliance with 20- 1 -2 I 3, MCA, and state and federal laws
goveming individual privacy. All educational records collected and maintained by a school shall
be kept in a confidential manner according to the implementing regulations of the Family
Educational fughts and Privacy Act (FERPA) at 34 CFR part 99.

(3) The local board oftrustees shall develop a process for destnrction ofrecords pursuant
to 20-l-213 MCA, including nonpermanent student records. Nonpermanent student records are

records retained in a central file maintained by the school containing a student's cumulative
educational records, which are not retained as a student's permanent record detailed in (1).

(4) All inactive permanent records from a school that closes shall be sent to the county
superintendent or the appropriate county official.

History 20-2-tt4 MCA; IMP, 20-2-121 MCA; NEW, 1989 MAR p. 342,Eff.
7lll89; AlvlD,1994 MARp. 166, Eff. 1128194; AMD & TRANS from 10.55.2002,2000 MARp.
3340, Eff. l2l8/00; AMD. 2004 MAR p. 22'1'7,Eff . 9/24104; 1tN1D,2005 MAR p. 575, Eff.
4/15/05; AMD,2012 MAR p. 305,Eff. 2l10ll2;AINID,2012 MARp. 2042,Bff.7/1113.

I0.55.9I O STUDENT DISCIPLINE RECORDS
(1) Each school shall maintain a record of any disciplinary action that is educationally

related, with explanation, taken against the student. When a local board oftrustees takes

disciplinary action against a student, the board must take minutes ofthe action taken, with
detailed explanation, even if the disciplinary action is decided during a closed session. For the
purpose of this rule, a disciplinary action that is educationally related is an action that results in
the expulsion or out-of-school suspension ofthe student. This record must be
maintained/destroyed consistent with Montana Local Govemment Records Schedule 7, and is

subject to transfer to a local educational agency, accredited school, or nonpublic school pursuant
to 20-1-213, MCA.

History: 20-2-l14, MCA; IMP, 20-l-213,70-2-121, MCA; NEW,2005 MARp. 1390, Eff.
4/15/05; AMD, 2012 MAR p. 2042, Bff. 7 1 1 /13.

r0.55.9r I IAL HI H OOL TRANSCRIPT
(1) The high school transcript is the offrcial academic record of the courses and credits

completed by a high school student. At a minimum, the high school transcript must include:
(a) statewide student identifier;
(b) student legal name, address, gender, and date of birth;
(c) statewide school identifier, school name, school address, school phone, school system

name, school system code, and school code;
(d) student grade level;
(e) student entry date and exit date;
(f) course code, course title, course grade, and credits eamed for each school term and course

taken;
(g) grade point average;
(h) graduation date;
(i) diploma type;

O class rank;
(k) number in class;

U pdated October 2020
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(l) for each test reported, the test date and the score for each portion ofthe test;
(m) academic honors, if applicable; and
(n) required number of credits for graduation.
History: 20-2- 1 1 4, MCA; IMP, 20- l -2 1 3, 70 -2-121, MCA; NEW, 20 13 MAR p. 96 1, Eff.

6l'7^3.

updated october 2020
t2



Many parenls considering home education for their children begin their search for information using their computers at home. By plugging
into the intemet and doing simple searches (u Atu4ggasic,com, www.yahoo.com, etc) using keyloris such as HOMESCHOOL, i.{bMi EbU-
CATfON, etc you quickly discover hundreds, if not thousands of sitesthat can frovide many answers. And for families already homeschool-
ing their children, the intemet provides ample material to answer questions as ihey pop up.

Statistics continue to show that a high majority of homeschooling families have computers in their homes, and use them regularly. And many
of these computers are used to 'surf for information on the net.

ln addition to finding resources, many discover that local 'support groups' have posted web pages that include names and addresses of
other homeschooling parents/leaders. Events and contests are regularly posted in many areas. Legislative information can also be easily
obtained in most states.

The intemet, when used properly, can be a rich wealth of information. But always remember that as easy as it is to find beneficial material on
the net, it is just as easy to stumble onto harmful material. Using the internet should be a fumily endeavor.

lnthe event that your family does not own a computer, most libraries provide computers for public use. Also, many eateries and cofiee shops
offer free wireless services to their customers who have laptops.

To help you get started, below and on the following pages, arE lists of intemet sites that contain valuable informetion on home education.
And if you are a seasoned intemet usor, there may be a few new sites to add to your 'bookmark' lisl As exporienced users know, this is but
a snapshot of what is really 'out thers'.

Poge 2t

A Beka Book . For School And
Homeschool
www.abeka.com

Simply Muclc
www.simplvmusic.com

Bob Jones Univenaity Press
www. bi u. e d u/p re ss/h o m e. htn I

Calverl School's
www. ca I v e rt sc h oo l. o rg

Christian Liberty Academy
www.homeschools.org

Scholars Onllne
www. sc h ol a rso n I i n e. o m

Dlve lnto Math & Sclence
www.diveintomath.com

Dlscount Homeschool Supplles
www.dhss.com

Tk l,htrtthd,..,

tomorla Prsss
www.memoiaprcss.am

Grace and Truth Books
www. o ra ce a n dtruth boo ks. c o m

GreatScopes llicroscopos
www.greatscopes.cgm

Greenleaf Press
www. o rc e n I e af p re s s. co m/

Holt GWS
www.HoltGWS.com
www.fun-baks.com

Homo Educatlon & Family Servlces
www. H o m e Ed u c ato r. co m/H E F S/

Home Grown Famlles
www. h o m e o rcwnf a m i I i a s. co m

Homa School Legal Defunse Asrocla-
tlon
www.hslda.oN

The HomeSchool.com
www.th e home school. com

Homeechool Digest
www. H o m e S ch al D i o e st. co m

Homeschool World
www.home-school.com

Timbordoodle
www.timberdoodle.am

Home Training Tools
www. h o m etn i n i n oto o I s. co m

Apologla Educatlonal tlnlsHes
www.apolooia.com

The Leamables Forelgn Language
Courses
www.leamables.com

KONOS Cunlculum
www.konos.org

tontana Coalltlon of Home Educetors
www.mtche..otg

Nallenart
www.nallenaft.on.ca

National Home Education Research
lnstitute
www.nheri.org

Prac-tica! Homeschooling Magazino
www.home-school.com

Saxon PublishorE, lnc.
www.saxonoub.am

Sycamore Trce Homeschool and
Gatalog
www.sycamorctree.com

Teachlng Home
www.teachinghome.com

Vlslon Forum
www.visionforum.am

Wsdom's Gate Home Page
www.wisoate.am

Yes, Phonlcs
www.yesphonics.am

Aiontono 6uide to Home Educotion Copyright (q 2Ol9 - tlAiddle Crcck Publishing Compony
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Ruar-r*t, Rtaarn*t, Rtao-tzt t

BLUEPRINT EOUCATION
17,l7 W. Northom Ave Suite 104
Phoenix, AZ 85021
623-7484029
www.blueorinteducation-om

CHRISTIAN SCHOOLS INTERNA.
TIONAL

3350 East ParisAv6nuo., S.E.,
Grand Rapids, M|49512. 1{0G
63S288. ChrBtian toxbooks.
K-l2.
www.do.om

GREEK E STUFF
PO. Box 882, Molino, lL 61266-
0882. (309)79G2707. Fax: 79&
2706. W'CE9ED5[j[,!&!0
Usod Curi. lum

BOB JO]{ES UI'IIVERSTY PRESS
Departmont E-22, Groonville, SC
29614. 1400{4S5731. Christian
curaiculum. Tsxtbooks and teachors
manuals. K-12.
www.biuoresshomeschool.com

BRIDGESTONE ON{INE ACAI'EMY
300 N, McKomy Av6nu6, Chandler,
AZ 8522G2614. 1-800682-7396.
Computor bas6d oducadon usino
Switch€don SchoolhousE multi-
modia curiculum. E-mail: bola@
switcisd-onschoolhouso.com WoE
site: ru.swilcheC:soscbsdhslss.
com/bola

CALVERT SCHOOL
105 Tuscany Road, Baltimore, MD
21 2i0. (410)243{030 Gnension
3308) or (,t410)36so674 (FAx).
Fullcuniculum. K-8.
www.calvertschool.oru

CHRISTIAN LIBERTY ACADEMY
502 West Euclid Avenue, Arlington
Heights, lL 60004. 1-800-832-2741
(708)25S-8736. Full cuniculum.
K-12.
www.christianlibedvacademv.com

CHR'STI,AN LIGHT EDUCATION
1066 Chicago Avenuo (PO. Box
1126), Harisonburg, VA 22801-
1126. (7O3YU475O. Full cunicu-
lum. Monnonite-approved books.
Science €quipment. www.clp-org

ABEKA BOOK
PO Box 19100
Ponsacola, FL 32523
1-E5G478J933. Complote cur-
riculum. Textbook8 & mat€rials.
Con6spond€nc€. K-12.
www-ab€ke-coln

AT'ERJCAN SCHOOL
86&260-7221.

www.amoticanschoololmr.com
High school conespondonca prc
glam.

AiIERICAN CHRIST|AiI ACADEI'Y
PO. Box 805, Anderson, CA 96007
(916)36t2950. Home School
Prcgram.
www.acaciadamv.com

CAORON CREEK CHRISTIAN CUR.
RICULU

4329 Pinow Altos Road Silver City,
NM 88061
www.cadmncrBek.com

ACCELERATED CHRISTIAN EDU.
cATtoN (A.C.E.)

r4&,€CarliligEles jelE Full cu.-
riculum. K-12.

ALPHA O EGA PUBUCANO'{S
804 N. 2nd Avenue East, Rock Ratr
ids, 1A51246 800{82-7391
Christian cuniculum. K-12.
www,aoo.@m

Ai,ERICAN EOUCANON CORP-
7506 N. Broadway Extonsion
Oklahoma City, OK 96007
(405)840-6031 A+dvancod Loam-
ing Systom
www.amer€d.@m

CLONLARA SCHOOL HOillE
BASED EDUCATION PROGRAi'

1 289 Jewott, Ann Arbor, Ml 481 04.
Ecleclic cuniculum.
wwwclonlara.oro

GOOD SCIENCE
Education lor the Real wodd, PO.
Box 177, New Home, TX 79383.
(806)79+0804. Discovery scisnco
modules. K-12.

CORi{ERSTONE CURRICULU
PRO'ECT

David Ouine, 2006 Flat Crosk
Place, Richardson, TX 75080.
(214)23$5149. Hands-on math
and scionc€. Music and art appre-
cialion. K6.
www.comerstonecuricrrlum.com

CROWN COLLEGE
8700 College Msw Dr
St. Bonifacios, MN 55375
952-446-41 00
$/ww.down.edu

EHARVEY
Gotting your homgschooled child
into a top univoasity. onlino coursos
91+232-3161
w\ /vt-6hatwvolo

FOUNDATION FOR Af ERICAN
CHRISTI,AN EDUCATION

PO Box 9588
Chesapeake, V423321. 1-800-
352-3223. A complete classicaland
biblical cur.iculum.
Wobsite:-t ti {.lb@Ig!

HEART OF OAKOTA PUBLISHING
Christ centered leaming from our
heart lo yours
www.heartofdakota-com

HO}IE ED SHOPPER
Site lhat helps find the right cur
riculum
wwu/. hom66d6xo6rt.com
www. homoedshoop€r-com

HOME STUDY INTERNATIONAL
PO. Box 4437, Silver Springs, MD
2090/4437. (30'l )68G6570. Full
cuniculum. K-12.

HOME SCIENCE TOOLS
665 Carbon Stset
Billinqs, MT 59102

www. hom€scisnc6tools.com
Catalog of homeschooling suppllos

INSIGHT TECHNICAL EOUCATION
Topics for a technical worid
877-UO-2256
www insiohtteched.com

AUDIO ETIORY
501 Clifi Drive
N€wport Beach, CA 92663
(800) 36$5rNG
r /w\x-audiofiemorycom

Montono 6uidc to Home Educalion Coppight (O 2019 - tlliddlc Crcek Publishitg Compony

GRIGGS UI{IVERSITY
12501 Ole Columbia Pike
Silver Springs, MD 2090,1
301-680-51 70
www.orioos.edu

HEIRS ONUNE
1 -979-6912665
w!$ r.h6irsooline.com
Educatlonal and inslructional re-
sout@ ssryi@s
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KEYSTONE NATIONAL HIGH-
scHooL

KC Distant Leaming
420 W. sth Strgot, BloomsbuB, PA
17E15
www- kevstonehiohschool.com

Rt to-t*t, Rt+or*vot, ka-r*t,.,

KNOWLEDGE HEAOOUARTERS
6713 N. OliphantAve
Chicago, lL 60631
Website: M,elbllqLlqm

LAt{DRY ACADEi'Y
Christ centerod live online classes
www.landryacademv-com

LEARNABLES FOREIGN LAiI.
GUAGE COURSES

12220 Blu6 Ridge Blvd, St6 c
Grandview, MO 64030
816-76+8855
For€ign Languags CouEgs

POWERGUOE
1682 W 820 N
Provo, UT 84601-'|308
www. oower-olide.com

PARADIG ACCELERATEDCUR.
RtcuLutl

PO Box 810
Zephyr, TX 76890
325{4$0976
v!linl/. oe orks.com

scHool oF To oRRotY
PO. Box 299000, Lewisville, TX
750299000. 1 400-925-n77.
Complote A.C.E. cuniculum.
www.safi ooloft omorrow.com

KING'S COLLEGE
1-888-96$7200
www.tkc.edu

OAK iIEADOW SCHOOL
(802\251 -7250. Full-servica cur-
riculum supplior K-12.
www.oakmeadow.com

O]{LINE READIT{G TEACHER
lntrepid Grcup, lnc
1331 Rod Cadar Clrcle
Fo.t Collins, CO 80524
4l$39't€579
Pocci beglnnlng rsading se.ies
www.onllnereadinotoachor.com

OUEEN HOME SCHOOL
Charlotto Mason sV6 languago arts
for allagos
1-8A&69+27n
www que€nhomeschool-com

QUARTER MILE MATH
Bamum Soffware
1910 Lyon Avenue
B€lmont, CA 94002
www.theouartermile.com

ROD AND STAFF PUBLISHERS
PO Box 3, Crockott, KY414'13.
(606)5224248. Christian school
books. www.mdandstafbooks.mm

ROSETTA STOiIE
Langusge loamlng prcdudg.
8n 368-243/. ri i,w.rcotleslon6.
@m

SAXON ATH
1{0G28M490. Systomatic
mastery math texlbooks, tBsts, daily
logsons, and solutions manuals.
K-12+.
w*w.sexonoublishqls.hmhco.com

SCHOLARS ONLINE
Classical christian educalion for the
college bound student
www.scholalsonline.oro

SETON HOTIE STUDY SCHOOL
1350 Progress Driv€ Front Royal,
VA 22630. 540-63S9990. Catholic
home School program.
www.setonhomo.oro

TEEN DRIVE AMERICA
5000 Katy Mills Circlo *1453

Katy, TX 2494
www.teenddveamerica.mm

TltlE it LEARillilG
6300 NE 'lstAvo Sulte 203 Ft Lau-
dordale, FL 33334
www-lim64l€amino.com

N BERDOODTE
1510 E. Spencsr Lake Road
Shelton, WA 98584
800.478-0672
www.timb€rdoodle.com

WEAVER CURRICULUiI
lntegrated cuniculum. KS.
www.aoohomeschoolino.com

WRITE GUIDE
!r,!r/w.writeould6.com
W.iting program on lho web

WRITE SHOP
5753 KlusmanAve
Alta Loma, CA 91737
w\M r.wtitoshoo.mm

I{EiIORIA PRESS
Classical christina education for all
ag6s
877 -862-1097
www.memoriaorEss.com

SONLIGHT
lnspira love of lsaming and promoto
family closenoss.
www-sonliohl.com Dr^l,l;sa;qalrlATH.{r-SEE

706-937-5556
A manipulalivo-ba8ed, K-12 math-

omalics qJric{rlum.

ERR|AII WEESTER
Age appaopriato school r€feaences
www.m€riam-webst6r.com
vatM.wodcantral.com

t{O GREATER JOY I'INISTRIES
1000 P€arl Road,
PleasanMll€, TN 37033
ww\f, .noorBat€rioy.oro

APOLOGETICS PRESS
230 Landmork Orive
Montgomory AL 361,l7
3*2724558
\Mdw.aoolooelicsoross.om

ARI EXTEI{SION PRESS
www-arlaxtensionpregs,com

BALL STICK BIRD PUBUCATIONS
PO Box 429
Wliamstown. lirA 01267
wr{w.ballstlddlrd.com

BEALLS' LEARI{Ii{G GATIES
86&6s7-1,180
www.b€ellsleeminooames.com

llontona 6uide to Honrc Educotion Coplright (C) 2Ot9 - iddlc Cr.cck Rrblishing Company

SHURLEY ENGLISH
Bettsr English from noun up
1-80G56&2966
www.shud€v.com

SYCATIORE TREE
2179 Meyer Place, Costa Mesa, CA
92627. AO0-77 9$7 50. Full-sorvic€
cunicillum provider K-12.
www.svcemoreltee.com

THE RIGGS INSYITUTE
21106 479th Avenuo, Whits, SD
57276 605-69$4454
Writjng Road to Reading, Phonics
www. rioosinst.oao

PSEOC
wlrw-montanacolleo€s.oro
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BEAUTIFUL FEET BOOKS
lMr/w.bfuooks.com

BUDGETEXT }IO E EDUCATIOT{
PO Box i487
Fayettovillo, AR 72702
888-451-2006
ra,t/v/.budoet€xtcom

COBBLESTONE PUBLISHIIG
,-80G821{115
Cont€nl reading at ils bestt
Nonfciion socisl studi$ and
science magazines for young
readels ageg 7-15
vln /\l/-cobblestonooub,com

CHRISTIAI{ LIBERTY PRESS
502 W. Euclid Avenue
Arlington Heighls, lL 600(N
$/vu/.ch.istianlibertvoress.com

CHRISTIAN LIGIIT EOUCANO'{
PO Box 1212-N3
Hanisonburg, VA2280l
\ ,w$/.dode-com

HOI{ESCHOOLING TODAY
PO. Box 436 Barker, TX 77413
r /u/w.homeschoolinotoday.com

AnJ Ev+ l'lu Rtao-r*t
HO E SCHOOL LEGAL OEFEiISE
ASSOClAnON

PO. Box 3000, Purcollville, VA
20134. (540)338-5600. Websit6:
u/ww.hslda.oro

ANTLE Ii{ISTRIES
1 40 Grand O6k Ortuo, San Anto-

nio,'fX 7 a232. (512H90-BEAR.
Ri.fiard 'Litt6 Bsaa Whssler's froo
c€talog. s/ww.m6nll€minisfies.
@n

Ef,ORIA PRESS
4603 Poplar Lsvel Road
Louisville, KY 40213
502-96691t5
www-memodaoBss.com

NATIONAL HOME EDUCATIOiI RE.
SEARCH IiISTITUTE

PO. Box 13939, Salam, OR 97309.
(503p64-1490. Fax: (503)364-
2827. wu/vr.nh6ri-oao

1,,i;^t
FAI{ILY LEARNI}IG SERVICES

Leaming onrMm6nt prcgrams.
ADD/ADHD - Dysloxia - PDD PSAT/
SAT pr€paration
PO Box I, Junction Clty, OR 97,148
541-99&5735
t ww.familvleaminoseMcos-com

OiITAIIA BIBLE COLLEGE
3625 S. 19th Avenuo
Bozeman, MT 59718
wlM /.montanabibl6colleo€.edu

AiIERICAN COLLEGE TESTING
PROGRAITT (ACT)

www-actstudent.oro

BOB JOI{ES UITVERSTTY PRESS
Testihg & Evalualion SeMc€,
Groenville, SC 2961,m062. 1{0G
84t5731. lowa Test of Basic
Skills. www-biu.edu

BIG SKYBIBLE CA P
501 Mccafiory Road
Bigfork, MT 599'1 1

406-837-4864
www.bioskvbiblecamo.oro

Sfk;ilN.*

}IO GREATER JOY
1000 Pearl Road
PloasanMlle, TN 37147
www.nooEatoriov.oto

PRACTICAL HOME SCHOOLIiIG
PO Box 1190
Fenton, MO 63026
(6ffi\2fi221 Hom6 schoot

Magazino edited by Mary Prid€.
\Mr a/.home-school-com

CAIIP BIGHORI{
321 Hwy 135 Souttr
Plains, MT 59859
Summer homesdlool outdoor
camps and kips
lMrwcampbiohom.com

GEORGE FOX U}IIVERSfTY
414 N. Meridan
NewboE, OR 97132
501538€3a3
w\fllr.060lEgfox.edu

NACD
549 25lh Streot
Ogden, UT 84401
80142't{506
Sinc€ 1 979 h8w bsen dedlcat€d lo
holping children wilh sp€cial ne6ds.
w*w-nacd.olo

For more lnfonnatlon on
homo3choollng ln ilon-
ttn., check out lhc wob
3lt of the tf,ont na Coall-
tlon of Homo Educrtors:

ww.mtche.oro

CONSERVATIVE BOOK CLUB
33 Oakland Avenue
Hanison. tIY 1052&9947
lMl/w.cons€rvativobookclub.com

PROGEl{Y PRESS
200 Spring Str€ot, SuiloA
Eau Clairs, W 54703
\Ml/Ll.orooenvoress.com

CLARK CANYOX BIBLE CAlrP
250 Camp Trail
Dillon, MT 59725
www.clarkcanvonbibl€camo.oro

HOHE SCHOOL DIGEST
Dept HSMT, PO. Box 374
Covo( M|49043
$r$/.HomeschoolDigost.com

lt:*
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CHRISTIAN BOOK DISTRIBUTORS
Box 6000, Peabody, MA 0i961-
6000. (508)977-4500. Catalog.
Discount Christian books.

COBBLESTONE PUBLISHIIG
30 Grove Slro€t, Suito C
Poterborough, NH 03458
vl^^/w.cobblestonooub.com

NATHHAN (NAnonel cHalhngod
HomorchooleE Alloclatod Not-
work)

20a-267424A
www.nathhan.@m


